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P R E F A C B. 

.< ■ ■". ' 

_ -'' 

.1 HESE conVerfetions and tales an? 

accommodated to the grefent date .of fo- 

t:iety j^which obUges the author to axtcmpt 

to core thofe faults by reafon, wljich ought 

neV'er to have taken root in the infant mind. 

- Qood habits, imperceptibljn fixed, are far 

> preferable to the precepts of rieafon y bur^ 

gs this talk requires mor^ judgment than 

'^ generally falls to the lot of parents, fub* 

flitutca muft be fought for, and medicifi€& 

c9 given, when regimen would hav^ ^nfwered 

^ the purpofe much better. I believe tfeofe 

^ who examine their own minds will readily/ 

agree with me, that reafon, -witfe-difficulty^ 

conquers fettled habits,, even when it is 

arrived at fome degree of maturity: why 

then do we fufFer children to be bound with 

fetters, which their half-f^^rmed faculuea 

cannot break. 

In writing the following work, I aiip at 

. perfpicuity and fimplicity of ftylej and try 

A 2 . ^ to 
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iv F^R X F A es. 

to avoid thofc unmeaning compliments, 
which flip from the tongue, but have not 
the lead connexion with the afiedions that 
fhould warm the heart, and animate the 
conduft. By this falfe politenefs, fmcerity 
is facrificed, and truth violated ; and thus 
^artificial manners are neceffarily taught. 
For true politenefs is apolifli, not a varnifhj 
and fhouid rather be acquired by obferva- 
tion than admonition. And we may re* 
mark, by way of illuftration, that men do 
not attempt' to polifh precious ftoncs, till 
age and air have given them that degree of 
folidfty, which will enable them to b.-ar the 
neceffary friftion, without deftroying the 
diain fubftancer 

The way to render inftruftion mofl: ufe- 
ful cannot always be adopted ; knowledge 
Ibould be gradually imparted, and flow 
more from example than teaching: exam- 
ple direftly adclreflcs the fcnfes, - the firft 
inlets to the heart j and the improvement 
of thofe inftruments of theundeiftandingis 
die objeft education fhould have conftantly 

in 
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PREFACE. V 

in view, and over which we have itxoft 
power. But to wifli that parents would^ 
themfelves, mould the duftile paflions, is 
a chimerical wifti, for the prefent genera- 
tion have their own paflions to combat with, 
and faftidious pleafures to purfue, negledt- 
ing thofe pointed out by-nature : we muft v 
therefore pour premature knowledge inta 
• the fucceedihg one ; and, /teaching virtue, 
explain the^naturc of vice. Cruel necefficy V 

The Converfation* are intended to affifl: 
the teacher as well as the pupil ; and this 
will obviate an otgeftion .which fome maf 
ftart, that the fentiments are not quite on' 
a level with the capacity of a child. Every 
child requires a different mode of treatment j 
but a writer can only choofe one, and that 
muft be modified by thofe who are aftuallyr , 
engaged with young people in their ftudies. 

The tendency of the reafoning obviogfly 
tends to fix principles of truth and huma- 
nity on a folid and fimple foundation 5 and 
to make religion an aftive, invigorating 
direftor of the afFeftions, and not a: mere 
A 3 attention 
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attention to forms. Syftems of Theology 
^may be complicated; but when the cha- 
rafter of the Supreme Being is difplayed, 
and He is recognifed as the Univerfal Fa- 
ther, the Author and Centre of Good, a 
child may be led to comprehend that dig- 
nity and happinefs muft arife from imttating 
Him i and this convi6tion fhould be twiiled 
into, and b$ the foundation of every incul- 
cated duty. 

At any rate, the Tales which were writ- 

,ten to illuftrate the moral, may recall ir, 

when the mind has gaioed fufficicnt ftrength 

ta^difcufs the argument from which it was 

(deduced. 



IN- 

d by Google 



I N T R O D U C T I O N* 

jVIaRY and Caroline, though the chil- 
dren of wealthy parents were, in their in-» 
fancy, left Entirely to the management of 
fervants, or people equally ignorant. Their 
mother died fuddenly,* and their father, who 
found them very troublefome at hom^' 
placed them under the tuition of a woman 
of tendernefs and difcernment, a near rela- 
tion, who was induced to take on herlelf 
the important charge through^ motives of 
compaffion. 

They: were IhamcfuUy ignorant, confider*. 
ing that Mary had been fourteen, and Ca* 
roline twelve years in the world. If they 
had been merely ignoranf, the taflc would 
not have appeared {o arduous ; but they 
had caught every prejudice that the vulgar 

cafuaUf 
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cafually inftill. In order to eradicate thcfc 
prejudices, and fubftitute good habits- in- 
(lead of thofe they had carelefsly contrafted, 
Mrs. Mafon never fufFered them to be out 
of her fight. They were allowed to alk 
xjueftions on all occaiions, a method flic 
would not have adopted, had flie educated 
them from the firft, according to the fug- 
geftions of her own reafon, to which expe- 
rience had given its fanftion. 

They had tolerable capacities ; but Mary 
had a turn for ridicule, and Caroline was 
vain of her perfon. She was, indeed, very 
handfome, and the inconfideratc encomi- 
tims that had, in her prefence, been laviflied' 
on her. beauty made her, eren at that early 
age, ati^ckd. 
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C H A P. I. , 

T^e Treatment of Animals^The* Ant^^The 
Bee^Goadne/S'-*The Lark'^ Neji—The 
Affes. 

ONE fine morning in rpriiig, fomc 
time after Mary ^nd Caroline wci-e 
fettled in their new abode, Mrs. Mafon ^ 
proppfed a walk before breakfaft, a ciif- ' 
torn (he wiftied to teach imperceptibly^ by 
rendering it amufing. ' 

The fun had fc^rcely difpelled the^ew 
that hung on every blade of grafs, and filled 't 
the half- fhut flowers ; every prolpeft {ta^^^ 
aod the freflinefe.of the air con veyed the 
iiK^ picaling fenfetions to Mrs^ JtfSfoo's 
'•: ^' ■: . - ' B ■ =• _ /'itrinds '■ 

• • ' " - -, ' ■ Digitized by VjQOQe 



(^ ) 

mind ; but the children were regardlcfs of 
the furrounding beauties, and ran eagerly 
after fome infefts to deftroy them. Mrs. 
Mafon friently oMerved their cruel fports, 
without appearing to do it; but ftepping . 
fuddenly out of the foot-path into the long 
grafs, her buckle was caught in it, and 
ftriving to difcntangle herfelf, Ihe wet her 
feet; which the children knew Ihe ^ilhed 
to avoid, as fhe had been lately fick. This 
circumftance roufed their attention; and 
they forgot their amufement to enguire why 
(he had left the path; and Mary could 
hardly reftrain^ a laugh, when (h« was in- . 
formed that it was to avoid treading on 
forrie fnails that were creeping acrofs the 
narrow footway. Surely^ faid Mary, you 
do not think there is any harm in killing 
a fnafl, or any of thofe. nfifty creatures that 
crawl on the ground? I bate them^ and 
Ihould fcreaoi if one was to find ' its; way 
^ fram my clothes to my neck \ With great 
gravity, Mrs. Maibn afked hpw (he dared 
to kill any things unlefs. it were to prevent 
itis hurtiog fier ? ^.Th€n> refuming a failing 
face, ihe faid. Your edjucation has ^^ 

negle6ted, 
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neglefted, mychiid; as we wali:^^ong at- 
tend to what I fayv and make: the bcft\an- 
fwers you can 5 and do you,. Caroline, join • 
in the converfation. 

Yon have already heard that G"od cre- 
atccT the world, and every inhabitatit of it. 
He is then called the Father of all creatures ;# 
and all are made to be happy, whom a good 
and wife God has created. He made thofc 
fnails you deipifc, and caterpillars, and fpi- 
ders 5 and when he made them> did not 
leave them, to pcrifh^. bilt placed thfem 
where the;&6d that is moft jproper.to hou- 
ri(h them is eafily found.. They do not- 
live long, but He who is their Father, as 
well as your's,: dirc£b them to depofit their 
eggs on. the: plants tlxat are fit to fiippbit 
thttiWyouDg, .when cfaey are- not able to gec^ 
food for. thcmfdves^— And when ludi a 
great aiad. wife Bfcing has taken care to^prou • 
vide every thia^ ncceflary for the meaneffi 
creaturfei. would yiou dare, to kill it, merelyn '^ 
becaufc it appears irb yiau* ugly ? Mary be* -^ 
gan^to^bc ictcntiye, and- quictiy fc^Howed 
Mrs. Mafon's example/ whb dllbwed a 
caterpillar and a fpider to creep on her 
B 2 ' hand,' 
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hsflid. You find them, £be rejoined, very 
harmkfs j but a great number would de- • 
ftroy our vegetables and fruit; fo birds arc 
permitted to eat them, as we feed on ani- 
mals; and in fpring there are always more 
than at any other feafon of the year, to fur- 
nifli food for the young broods.— -Half- 
convinced, Mary faid, But worms are of 
Jittle confequence in the world. Yet, re- 
^cd Mrs. MaiTon, God cares' for them, and 
gives them every thing that is neceflary to 
render their exiftence comfortable. You 
are oftea trooblefome — I am ftronger than 
you — ^yet I do ndt kill ypu. 

Obfervethofe ants; they "have a little 
habitation in yonder hillock; they carry food 
to it for their young, and fleep very fnug 
in it during the cold weather. The bees 
alfo have comfortable towns, and lay up a 
ftorc of honey to fupport them when the 
flowers die, and fnow covers the ground: 
and this forecaft is as much the gift of God, 
as any quality, you poflcfs. 

Do you know the meaning of the word 

Goodnefs ? I fee you are unwilling t6 an- 

6 fwer. 
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fwer. I will tell you. It is, firft, to avoid 
hurting any thing; and then, to contrive 
to give as much pleafure as you can. If 

^fome infcfts are to be dcftroyed, to pre- 
fcrve my garden from defolation, I have it 
done in the quickeft way. The dom'eftic 
animals that I keep, I provide the bt:^ food 
for, and never fufFcr them to be tormented j 
and this caution arifes from two motives:^ 
I wifti to make them happy ; and, as Hove 
my fy low-creatures ftill better than the . 
brute creation, I would not «ll6w thofe that 
I have any influence over to grow habitu- 
ally thoughtlcfs and cruel, till they were 
unable to relifli the greateft pleafure life af- 
fotds,— that of refembling God, by doing, 
goo^d. \ ' 

A lark now began to fing, as it feared 
i ' aloft- The children watdh«i its motions, 
liftenidg to the artlefs melody. They won- 
dered what it was thinking of — of its yoi^ng 
family, they fooh concluded j for, it flew 
o^er the hedge, ' and drawing near, th^y 

\ heard the young' ones chirp. Very foon - 
^ both the old birds took their -fliglit togeth^4*, 
w-^ B 3 : to 
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to look for food to fatisfy the craving of the 
alrtioft fledged young. An idle boy, who 
Jiad borrowed a gan, fired at them — they 
fell j"^ and before he couldi take up the 
-wounded pair, he perceived Mrs. MafoOi 
and cxpeding k very fcvcre reprimand; ran 
awa^ She a«d the little girls drew n^^ar, 
and found that otic was not niuch hurt, 
but that the other, the cock, had- one leg 
broken, and both its wirgs ihattcrcdf and 
its-'Htde eyes feemed %irtiDg out of their 
fockets, . it was in fuch eicquifite pain. The 
children turned away their eyes* Look at 
it, fiid Mrs. Mafon j do you not fee that 
it fufFers as^ much, and mone ;han ypu did 
when ypu. had the fmall-pox, -when- you 
were fo tenderly nurfed. Take up ,the 
hcn^_ I will bind her. vying togetjierj per- 
haps it may heaU As to the cock, though 
1 hate to kill any thing, I muft put him 
but of , pain i to leave him in his prefent 
ftate would be cruel; and avoiding an un- 
pleafant fenfation myfelf, I,fliould allow the 
poor bird to die by inches, and call this 
. treatment tendernefs, when it would be fglf- 

Jlhnefe 
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ifhnefs or weaknefs^ Saying fo, ftieput 
her foot on the bird's head, turning Ti^r 
own another way. 

They walked on; when Caroline re- 
marked, that the neftiings, deprived of their 
.parents, would now pcrifh; and the mo- 
ther began to- flutter in her hand as thry 
drew near the hedge j though the^ poor ' 
creature could not fly, jet flie tried to do^" 
it. The girls, with one/ voice, begged. 
Mrs. Mafon to let them take the ncA:, and 
provide food in a cage, and fee if the mo- 
ther could not contrive to hop about to 
f^c'ed tiicm. The neft and the old mother* 
were intlantly in Mary's handkerchief. A' 
little opening was left to admit thq air; and 
Caroline peeped into it every moment to 
fee how • they looked. I give you leave, 
faid Mrs. Mafon, to take thofe birds, be- 
caufe an accident has rendered them help- 
lefs; if that had not been the cafe, they 
fiiould not have been confined. 

They had fcarcely reached the next field, 

when they met another boy with a nefl: in 

his hand, and on a tree near him faw the 

B 4 mother. 
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mother, who, forgetting her natural timi- 
dity, followed the fpoilerj and her intelli- 
gible tones of anguifh reached the ears of 
,the children, whqfe hearts now firft felt the 
. emotions of humanity. Caroline called him, . 
^ and taking lixpence out of her little purfe, . 
offered to give it to him for the neft,. if he 
would fhew her where he had taken it from. 
The boy confented, and away ran Caroline 
. to replace it, — crying all the way, how de- 
lighted the old bird will be to find her brood 
again. The pleafure that the parent-bird 
would feel was talked of till they came to a 
large common^ and heard fome young afles, 
at the door of an bowl, making a moft 
dreadful noife^ Mrs. Mafon had ordered 
the old ones to be confined, left the young 
Ihould fuck before the neceffary quantity 
^had beea faved.for fome fick people in her 
neighbourhood. But afrer they had given 
the ufual quantity of milk, the thoughtlefs 
boy had left them ftill in confinement, and 
the young in vain implored the food nature 
defigned for their particular fupport. Open 
the hatch, faid Mrs, Mafon^ the mothers 
. . ' have 
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have ftill enough left to fatlsfy their young# 
It^was opened, and they faw them fuck. 

N<)w, faid (he, we will return to break- 
' faft 5 give me your hands, my little girls, 
you have done good this naorning, you ^ 
have atJled like rational creatures. Look,, 
what a fine morning it is. Infefts, birds, 
and animals, are all enjoying this fwect day. 
Thank God for permitting you to fee ir^ 
and for giving you an underftanding which 
teaches you that you ought, by doing good, 
to imitate Him. Other creatures only think 
t)f fupporting themfelves; but man is al- 
lowed to ennoble his nature, by cultivating 
his mind and enlarging his heart. He feels 
difintercftcd love; every part of the, crea- 
tion affords an exercife for virtue, \and vir- 
tue is ever the trucft fource of pleafure^ , 



B 5 {CHAP; 
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C H A r. IL 

The Treatment of Jnimals — The B^erente 
between them and Man — Parental Affe^^ 
tion of a Dog-^Mrutality punijhed. 

A FTER breakfaft, Mrs. Mafon gave 
* -^ the children Mrs. Trmmer^yTaluhus 
'Hifiories}' and the fubjeft ftill turned on 
animals, and the wanton cruelty of .thofe 
who treated them improperly:. The little 
girls were eager to expreFs their detellation, 
and requefted that in future they might be 
allowed to feed the chickens. Mrs. Mafoh 
complied \vith their requeffti only one con- 
dition was annexed to the pernruflldn," that 
they did it regularly. When you wait for 
your food, you l^arn patience, fhe added, 
and you can mention your wants j but 
thofe helplefs ^creatures cannot complain. 
The country people frequently fay, — How 
can you treat a poor dumb beaft ill j and .a 
ftrefs is very properly laid on the word 
dumb^ for dumb they appear to thofe who 
do not'Obfervc their looks and gefturesj 
. ."^ ' -. ^ but 
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but God, vfho takes care of every thing, 
.und^ftands their lan^jage ; and fo did Ca- 
r<>line this mornings when (heraawkh foch 
fiagernefs^yco re-place khe m&. which the 
thoughtleii boy hadftoien^ hcedlefs of the 
rtioiber's agonizing cries ! ' 

Mary intcirupted her, to.afk^ if infe^fte 
and animals were not inferior to men ? Cat> 
mainly, anfwercd Mrs. Ma&n ; and men are 
ihfetiOT to angels ; yet we have reafini to 
believe, that tbofe exaitcd Being* delight to 
do m good. You have heard m a book, 
Wliich I fcldoni ipermrt you to read, be- 
xaufe you are not of an age :to underftand 
k, that oogels, when they lang glory to 
God on high, wifhed for peace on earth, 
as a proof of the good-will they /elt to- 
wards men. And all the glad tidings that 
hwe been fent t<> men, angels haver pro- 
clainoed : indeed, the word an^l fignifies a 
meflenger. In order tp pleafe Qs)di and 
PUT happinefs depends tipoa pkafing him, 
'wc muft do good^ What. we. call viraie^ 
imy be thus explained >-^we cxercife evjexy 
benevolent affedioit to en^oy .comfort here, 
. B 6 and 
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and to fit ouffclyes-to be angelshcfeafter^ 
And when we have acquired human virtue^ 
we ftiall have a nobler eoiployment in our 
Father's kingdom* But betw^n ange]% 
and men a much greater refemblance fub- 
fifts, than between men and the brute cre- 
ation i becaufe the two former feem capable 
<tf inrtproveraent. * 

The birds you faw to-day do not im^ 
prove— or their improvement only tends to 
felf-prefervation;. the firft neft they make 
and the kfl: are exaftly the fame ; though 
in their flights they muft fee many others 
more beautiful if not more convenient, and, 
.had they reafon, they would probably fliew 
fomething like individiial tafte in the form 
of their dwellings ; but this is- not the cafe. 
You few the hen tear the down from her 
breaft to make a neft for her eggs j you 
faw her beat the grain with her bilJ> and 
not fwallow a bit^ trllxhe young yfrext fa* 
.t is Red; and afterwards flie covered Jthem 
with her wings, and fcemed perfedlly happy, 
while flie watched over her charge i if any 
, one approached, (be was ready to defend 

them> 
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them, at the hazard of her Jife:. yet, a 
fortnight hence, you will fee the fanie hen 
drive the fledged chickens from the tsorn, 
" and forget the fondnefs that feemed to be 
ftrouger than the firft impulfe of nature* 

Animals have not the afFedlions which 
arifc from reafon, nor can they do good, or 
acquire virtue. Every afFe6kion, and im- 
ptlfe, which 1 have obferved in them, are 
like our inferior emotions, which do not 
depend entirely on our will, but are invo- 
luntary ; they feem to have beea implanted 
to preferve the fpecies, and make the indi- 
vidual grateful for aftual kindnels. If yovr 
carefs and feed them, they will love you, 
as children do, without knowing why; but 
we neither fee imagination nor wifdom in 
them; and, what principally exaks man, 
friendfliip arid devotion, they feem incapa- 
ble of forming the leaft idea oC Fricndlhip 
is founded oii knowledge and virtue, and 
thefe are htiman acquirements j and devo- 
tion is a preparation for eternity 1 becaufe 
when we pray to God, we offer an affront 
to him, if we do not "drive toiflnitate the 
. • * perfcftiona 
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perfedlions He dil^lajrs every where for our 
irtiltation, tliat we may grow better and 
happier. 

The children eagerly enquired in what 
manner they were to behave, to prbve that 
they were faperior to anrmals ? The an- 
fwer was fhort,— be tender-hearted; and 
}et your ftrperior endowments ward off the 
evils which they cannot 'forefee. It is only 
to animals that chiWren can do good 5 men 
are their foperiors. When I was a child, 
add^ therr tt^nder frirtrd, I always made it 
my ftudy and delight to ^ed all the dumb 
family that ferrouhded tmr houfej and. 
when I coirkJ be df ufe t<> atiy one of them ' 
I Wis 'htippy. Th'i^ ^emplcfyment huma- 
nized my heart, ^ile, like wax, it took 
:every impreffi^n ^ and Providence 'has Rnce 
made nrie aii in^ument of good — ^I have 
been ufcful M)tny fellow-creatures. I, wiio 
never wanton y trod on an infeft, or dtfre- 
garded the plamt of the fpeechlefs beaft, 
can 'now give bread to the huhgry, phyfic 
to the lick, comfort to the affliftcd, a-nd^ 
abovt all, am preparing you, who arc to 
' • ' , "^ * - live 
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live for ever, .to be fit for the fociety 6f 
angeis, ^nd good meniwade Jyerfeft. This 
•world, I told you, Wtfs a^ road to ^ better-^ 
a preparation foi it; if we fufFer, we grow 
humbler and wifer: but anktiaU have hot 
this advantage, and 'maai (hould Act {prevent 
their 'enjoying bH the happmefs of Which 
rf^y are capabk. , 

A ffte-cit or dog have f&ch 'ftrong pa- 
renfal affeftion, that if you t^ke-aw4y their 
youtjg, it almoft kills themj feme have 
a^baulty *ed of grief wHtn all have been 
tflfkeh ^^way J th^^ygh they do ftOt ftem lo 
mifs tiae greateft part. 

. A bitch had ontfeill her litter ftol^n from 
her, and drowned in a neighbouring bi^tc : 
Ihe fought them outj and brought them one 
by. one, laid them at the feet of her ctuel 
mAfter;-^and l€«bkittg wr(lfuHy at- Ih^rti fbr 
fome time, in dumb anguifh, turning her 
eyes on the deftroyer, (he expired I 

I myfclf knew a man who had hardened 

his heart to fuch a degree, that he found 

pleafure in tormenting every qreature whom 

Ae had any power over. I faw him let two 

; guinea- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C i6.) 
guinea-pigs roll down floping tiles, to fee 
if the fall would kill them. And were they 
killed -? cried tllaroline. Certainly 5 and ic. 
is well they were, or he would have &und 
fome other mode of torment. When he 
became a father, he not only neglefted to 
educate his children, and fet ^hem a good 
example, but he taught them to be cruel 
while he tormented them : the confequencc 
was, that they negleded him when he was 
old and feeble ^ and he died in a ditch. * 

You may now' go and feed your birds, 
and tic fome of the ftraggling flowers round 
the garden flicks. After dinner, if the 
...weather continues fintf, we will walk, to the 
wood, and I will (hew you the hole in the 
limeftone mountain1[a mountain whole bow- 
els, as we' call them, are lime- ftones) in 
which poor crazy Robin and his dog lived. 
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CHAP. III. 

7'he treatment of Animals — The Story of crazy 
Robin — The Man confined in the Bajtilk. - 

IN the afternoon the children bounded 
over the fhortv grafe of the common, 
and walked under tthe fliadow^6f the moun- 
tain till they canne'to a craggy part,.w^re; 
• a tlream broke out, and /a^judown the de- 
clivity, ftruggling with the j«|ge ftoncs 
which impeded rts progrefs, and'occafioned 
a noife that did not unpleafantly interrupt 
the folemn filence of the place. The brook 
was foon loft in a neighbouring wood, and 
the children lurned their eyes to the broken, 
fide of the mountain,, over which ivy grtw 
in great. profufion. Mrs. M^^n pointed 
.out a little cave, and defired thcnl to fit 
down on fome ftun^pa. of trees,. whiHt (be 
related the promifed fliory^ 

In yoAder cave once liv^d a poor man, 

.who gen^r^lly went by the name of ^VMzy 

Robin, In his youth he was very in^uC- 

trious, and married my faithcr's dairy-maidj 

a girl 
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a girl deferving of fuch a good? Hoiband. 
Eor fome time they continued to live very 
comfortably ; their daily labour procured 
their daily bread j but Robin, finding it was 
likely he fhould have a large family* bor- 
i rowed a trifle, to add to the fmall pittance 
twhiofa'they had {^yed in fervic^, and took 
a little farm- in a neighbouring county. I' 
was then a child. 

'Ten or '^twelve years after, I heard that 
' a crazy man, who appeared very harmlefs, 
^liad Spiled by the fide of the brook a great 
^numbei^ of ftone$ j he would wade into the 
river for them, follpwed by a cur dog, 
whom he woiflld frequently call his Jacky, 
.and even Ws Nancy 5 and then mumble to 
himfelf, — rhou wilt not leave me — we wiy 
^dwell with the owls in the ivy, — A number 
of owls had taken (belter in k. The ftones 
which he waded for he carried to the mouth 
of the hole, and onlyjuft left room enough 
.to creep in. Some of the neighbours at 
laft recojlefted his foce i and I lent to en- 
quire what misfortune had reduced him^to 
fuch a deplorable ftate. The information 
^. . '1 re- , 
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I receiveB 'from diffehent perfons, I will 
Gommiinicate to you in as few words as I 
can. ' -' '■ 

Several of bis children died in therr in- 
fancy; and, two years' before, he carne to 
his native place, ohe .misfortune had fol- 
Jpwed another till he had funk trndeririicir 
accunnulated weight. Throu'gh varioas 
accidents he was long in arrears to* his land- 
' lord i who, feeing that he was an honefl: 
niain> who endeavoured to bring up hi$fa- 
milyy did not diftriefs him ; but when his 
wife was lying-in of her laft chilrf, the 
landlord dying, his heir fcnt and feizc^d the 
ftock for the pent 5 and the pcrfon from 
whom lie had bori-owed feme nioney, ex- 
afperated to fee all gone> arrefting him im- 
mediately, he Was hurrictd to gabl^ without 
being' able to leave any r/ioney for his fa- 
mily. The poor wonrian could not fee 
them -ftarvfe, and trying to fuppoi-t her 
children before Ibe had gained fufEcient 
ftrength, (he caught cold ; and through «eg- 
laft, and her want of proper nourilhmcnr, 
her Ulnef^ turned to i putrid fever ; which 

• , tW(J 
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two of the children caught from her^ and 
died with her. The two who were left, 
Jacky and Nancy, went to their father, and 
took with them a cur dog, that had long 
ihared their frugal meals. 

The children begged in the day, and at 
night flept with their wretched father. Po- 
verty and dirt foon' robbed their cheeks of 
the rofes which the country ak made bloom 
with a peculiar fre^flinefs •, fo that^they foon 
caught a jail fcver,*^and-died. The poor 
father, who was now bereft of all his chil- 
dren, hung over the'hr bed in Ipeechlefs 
anguiffij not a groan or a tear efcaped 
from him, whilft he flood, two or three 
hours, in the fame attitude, looking at the 
dead bodies of hjis little darlings. The dog 
. licked his i^ands, and ftrove to attraft his 
attention ; but -for awhile he feemed not to 
obferve his carefles j when he did, he faid, 
mournfully, thou vfilt not leave me — and 
then he began to laugh. The bodies were 
reqpioved 5 and he remained in an unfettled 
flate, often frantic j ackngth thephrenzyfub- 
fided, and he grew melancholy and harm- 

> lefs. 
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lefs. He was not then fo clofcly watched i 
and one day he contrived to make his ef- 
cape, the dog followed him, apd came di« 
reftly to his native village. 

After I hkd received this account, I de- 
termined he Ihould live in the place he had 
chofen, undifturbed. I fent fome conve-/ 
niences^ all of which he rejefted, except a. 
mat 5 on which he fometimes flept— the 
dog always did, I tried to indufce him to 
eat, but he conftantly gave the dog what- 
ever I fent him, and lived on haws and • 
blackberries, and every kind of trafh. I 
ufed to call frequently on him: and he 
fometimes followed me to the houfe I now- 
live in, and in winter he would come of his 
own accord, and take a cruft of breads 
He gathered water-creffes out of the pool^ 
and would bring them to me, with nofe- 
gays of wild thyme, which he plucked 
from the fides of the mountain. • I men- 
tioned before, that the dog was a cur. It 
had, indeed, the bad tritk of a cur, and 
would run barking after horfes heels. One 
day, when his mafter was gathering water- 

crefles. 
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creff^,, thfB 4og running after a young gertj- 
tlcraan^ horfe, made it ftarti and almofl: 
threw the rider 5 vvho grew fo angry, that, 
though he knew it was the poor madman's 
dog, he levelled hia gun at his head — fhot 
hiai-A-an4' inftar^tly rode off. Robin rah to 
his dog^t— he, looked at his wounds, and not 
fen fible that he^was dead, tailed to him to 
follow him; but when he found that he 
could not, he took him to the pool,, and . 
wa/hed off" the bjood before it begaci to 
clot, and then brought him honne, and laid 
him on} the mat. 

I obfcrved that I had not feen him pz^ 
cjng up the hills as ufual, and fcnt to en- 
quire ajbout JhirHk He was found fitting by , 
the dog, and 00. entr«4tJes could prevail on 
him to quit the body, or receive any rc- 
frefhment. . I inftandj^fef off for this pl^e^ 
hopingr-as-Ihad aJwaya been a favourite, 
that Lflrould be able to perfuadehimto.eat 
fomething.. But when I- came to himi I^ 
found the hand of death: wie upon. him* ' 
Hewas ftiU. meia^icbolj^i yet thiH-e.was not 
fuch a-mixiCureof wiidnefsin/itasYormerly, . 

1 preffed 
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1 prcffcd hkn to take fome food ? bfat, in^ 
ftead of anfweriog me, ox tunning away., 
he burft into tears-^a thi-ng I had never 
feen him do before,, and fobbing, he faid. 
Will any one be kind to me!— you will 
kill me! — I faw pot, my wife, die— No! 
they dragged me from faer^-bat I faw 
Jack^ and Nancy die* — and who pitied me ? 
—•but my dog ! He turned his eyes to the 
body—*! wept with him. He would then 
have taken fome nourifhmeiit, but nature 
was, exhaufted— ^nd. he expired. 

Was tl^at the <»av^ ? laid Mary. They 
ran to it. Foot Robin! Did you ever 
hear of any thing fo cruel? Yes, anfwered. 
Mrs.. Mafon ; atod as we walk home L will 
relate an inftance of ftill greater barbiarity, 

I told you^ that Robin i^as coniined in:. 
a jail. In France they have a dreadful, 
one, called the Baftille. The poor wretches 
who are confined in it live ' entirely alone ; 
who have not the pleafure of feeing men or 
animals; nor are they allowed books. 
They live in comfortlefs folitudc« Some 
have amufed thenifelves by making figures 
I on 
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Oft the wall -, and others have laid draws in 
rows. One miferable captive found a fpi- 
der J be nourifhed it for two or three years ^ 
it grew tame, and piVtook of his lonely 
mealX The keeper obferved it, and men- 
tioned tlie circumftance to a fuperior, who 
ordered him to crufli it. Iii vain did the 
man bfg to have his fpider fpared. You 
find/ Mary, that the nafty creature which 
y&u defpifed wag^a comfort in folitude. 
The keeper obeyed the cruel commandi 
and the unhappy wretch felt more paiii 
when he heard the crulh, than he had ever 
-experienced during hh long confinemeqt. 
He looked round a dreary apartment, and 
the fmall portion of light which the grated 
bars admitted only ferved to fliew hinh, 
that he breathed where nothing clfe drew 
|>reath. 'v 
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C H A P. IV. 

' Anger.^-^Hiftory ef Jane Fretful. 

A FEW days after tkcfe walks and coa- 
•^^ verfations, Mrs, Mafon heard a great 
noife in the play-room,* She ran haftily to 
enquire the caufe,' and found the. childrea 
crying, and near them, one of theyoiing 
birds lying on the floor dead. With gre^ 
eagernefs each of them fried, the moment 
Ihe entered, to exculpate herfcKi and prov^ 
that the other had ^killed the bird- Mrs. 
Mafon commanded them to be fikntj and, 
at the fame time, called an orphan whon^ . 
fhe had educated, and defired her to take 
care of the neft. 

The caufe of the difpuce was eafijy ga- 

. thered from what they both let fall.. Tfeey . 
had contefted which had the beft rigj)t tx^ 
feed th€_birds. Mary infifted that Ihe h^d 

'a right, bccaufc fhe was the eldefti aid 
Caroline, becaufejhe took the neft. Snatesh^ 

. ing -it from one fide of the room to rhe^ 

C ;- Otbcii'; 
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Other, the bird fell, and was trodden on 
icfore they were aware. 

When they were a little compofed, Mrs. 
Mafon' calmly thus addref&d them : 1 per- 
<reive that you are aihamed of your beha- 
viour, and' forry for the confequence j I 
ivill not therefore fevercly reprove you, nor 
add bitternefe toihe fdf- reproach you mufl:^ 
lx>th feel, becaufe I pity you. You 'are 
now iirfcrior to the animals that graze xm 
the common ; reaftwr only ferv.es to render 
yout» folly more confpicuous and incxcufa^ 
ble. Anger h a little dcfpicable ,vice : its . 
fdfifti emotions banifli .compaffipn, -ami 
tHidermine every virtue. It is caCy to con- 
quer another 5 but noble tp fubduei one's 
felf; Had you, Mary^ given way to your 
lifter's humour, you would have proved 
that you were not only older> but wifer 
than hen And you^ Caroline, would 
have faved your charge, if you had^ for 
the tlm^, waved yoqr right. - 

It is always a proof of fuperior fenfc to 
bear with flight inconveniences, and even 
trifling ihjtoes, ^vithout complaining or 

con-^ 
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^ontcfting about them. The foul refervei 
its firmnefs for great occafions, and then it 
a£ts a decided part. It is juft the contrary 
mode of thinkings and the conduft pro-' 
tiuccd by it, which occafions all'thofetrU 
vial difputes that flowly corrode- domeftic 
;^ace, and infenfibly deftroy what grcac 
misfortunes could not fwecp away. 

I will tell you a ftory, that will, take 
ftronger hold an your memory than mere 
xcm&rks. ^ 

jane Fretful was an* only child* Her 
fond, weak mother would not allow hct to 
be contradifted on any occaQon^ The 
child had fome rendernefe of heart ; but fo 
accuftomed was (he to fee every thing give 
way to hcr^hu^ur, that (he imagined the 
world was^^^^pad^ for her* If any of 
her playfell^s^ had toys, that ftrtick her 
capricious, fickly fancy, ihe would cry for 
them; and fubftitutes were in vain offered 
to quiet her, Ihe muft have the identical 
ones, or fly into the mdft violent paflion. 
When (he. was an infant, if (he fell d0;*p^ 
htr nurle made her beat the floor, !SKc 
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continued the pradice afterwards, and when 
ihe was angry would kick the chairs and 
tables, or any fcnfelefs piece of furniture, 
if they canri€ in her way. I have feen her 
throw her cap, into the fire, becaufe fomc 
'pf her acquaintance had a prettier. ^ 

Cohtinual paffions weakened her confti- 
tution } befide, (he would not eat the com- 
mon wholefome foo^^^h^t children, who are 
fubjcft to the Tfnall-pox and worms, ought 
to eat, and which is neceflary when they 
^row fo fad, to make them ftrong and 
handfome. Inftead of being a comfort to 
her tender, though miftaken mother, fhe 
was her greateft torment. The fervants all 
clifliked.her^ flie loved no one but herfclf^ 
:and the.confequence was, fhe nev^^inipired 
love J even the pity good-natured people 
felt, was nearly allied to contempt. 

A lady, who vifited her mother, brought 
with her one day a pretty litt;la-dx^. ^, Jane 
was delighted with it; and fhe lady, with 
great reliicStance, parted with it to oblige 
her friend. For fome time fhe fondled, 
iind really felt foniething like an afFeftioa 
' ' ^' <^ 
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for it : but one day it happened to fnatch » 
cake Ihe was going to eat, and thougb 
there were twenty within reach, (he flew 
into a vioknt paflion, and threw a ftool atv ; 
the poor creature, who was big with pup*. 
It fell dow^— I can fcafccJy tdl the reft-*- 
k received fo fevere a blow, that all the 
young were killed', and the poor wretch^ 
languiftied two days, fuffering the naoft ck* 
cruciating torture. 

Jane Fretful, who was now angry witft 
hcrifcl^. (at alk the tintie . holding it,, and 
every look the miferable ammal gave her^. 
ftung her to the heart. After its dbath (he 
was very unhappy, but did not try to con«^ 
quer her temper. All. the bleflings of lifC/ 
were thrown away on hcr;/and> without 
any real misfortune, (he was continually 
miferable. If (he had planned a party of 
pleafure, and' the weather proved unfavour- 
able, the whole day was (pent in fruitle^ 
repining, or venting her ill-humour • oh 
fehofe who depended on her. If rto difap^ 
pointment of that kind occurred, (he could 
Wt enjoy the promifcd pleafure j fonrtething, 
C J ' . . .always. 
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«l^ays difconccrted her; the horfcs went 
too faft, or too .flow; the dinner was ilU 
^refled> or, fbnac of the company contra-* 
^lifted her. . 

She was, when a child,, very beautiftil v 
but anger Toon diftorted her regular fea- 
tures, and. gave a forbidding fiercenefs to 
her eyes. But if for a moment Ihe looked 
pleafed, Ihe ftrll refcmbled a heap of com- 
buftible. matter, to which an accidental 
fpark might fct firei of courfe quiet peo* 
pie were afraid to convcrfe with her. Aiid 
if fhe ever did a good, or a bumdne aftion^ 
^er ridiculpus anger foon rendered it an iii- 
.tokrable burden, if it did not entirely cai^ 
fe^m , ; 

At laft flfie broke her mother's heart, m 
haftened her death,, by her want of duty, 
^and her many other fa«ltSr: all proceeding 
from viojentj unreftraked anger. 
^ The cfefjh of her mother, which afFefted 
ii^r \^ry much, left her without a friend* 
She would fom^etinaes fay> Ah I my poor 
mother, if you were now alive, I would 
fipttga^^ie.jrcjW^i would giy^s tjie, work! to- 
• y^-L \ '/ '•':..••"•■" l^t 
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let you know that I am forty for what I 
have done : you llbd, thinking me'utigrate- 
ful J and lanaentlng that I did not die wheii 
you gave me fuck. . I ftiall never— ob ! 
never fee you more; ' _, * 

This thought, and her peevifti tcrnper, , 
preyed on her impaired conftitution. ' She 
had not, bv doing goo J^ prepared her foul 
for ajpHw^ate, or cherifhed any hopes 
that louldMiarm death of its terrors, or 
rendR- that kft fleep fwcct— its approach 
was drea^iful ! — and Ihc haftened her end,, 
fcolding the phyfician for not curing fijen 
Her UfelefsLCOuntenance.difplayed die mm*k^ 
of convulfive ^nger; apd fhe left^an ample 
fortune behind her to thofc who did not re^ 
gret her lofs. They followed her m-tht ' 
grave, on ^hich no one ihed a tear. She 
was foon forgotten.; and \ only remember 
her, to warn you to Ihun Her errors^ 
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C H A P? V. 

Lying — Honour — Truth -^ Small Duties — 
Rijiory of Lady Sly and Mrs^ Truetnan. 

TH E little girls were very afliduous to 
gain Mrs. Mafon's good opinion; 
and, by the mildnefs of their JMH^r, to 
prove to her that they wcflRan|?d of 
themfelves. It was one of wfrs.- Mlton's 
rules, when they offended her, that is, be- 
htived innproperly, to treat them civilly j 
but to avoid giving them thofe marks of 
affcdion which they were particularly de« 
lighted to receive. 

Yefterday, faid ftie to them, I only'men-' 
tioned to you one fault, though I obferve^ 
two. You very readily guefs, I mean the 
lie that you both told* Nay, look up, for 
i wilh to fee you blufli j and the confufion 
which I perceive in your faces gives me 
pleafurc; becaufe it convinces me that itis 
not a confirmed habit: and indeed, my . 
children, I (hould be forry that fucli a* 

meaa 
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mean orrc had taken deep root la your few 
fentiiimds.' 

IVhcn I (peak of falfehood, I mean cvciy 
Ifcmdj whatever tends to deceive, thought 
not faid in dircft terms^. Tones of voice;, 
motions of ,the hand or head, if they make 
another believe what they ought not to be- 
lie ve>^ are liesy and of the word kind; be^ 
r^fe the contrivance aggravates theguilt* 
I would much fooner forgive a. lie told di« 
reftly, when perhaps fear entirely occupied: 
(^ tboughcs,. and the prefcnce of God was^ 
not felt; for it is. His facred Majefty that' 
yoit affront by telling an untriuh* 

Hqw fo? enquired Mary.. 

Becaufe you hope to conceal your falle* 
hood from every humatt^ creature: but, if 
you conSder a moment, ypu muft recolledt 
that the Searbherr of hearts reads your very 
thoughts ; that nothing^is hid from him. 
\ You would blulh if I were to difcover: 
that you told a licf Vjet wantonly forfeit the 
£ivour of Him> from whom you have re* 
ceived Yifc and alMts hleffings^ to fpreea; 
^urfelves from correction or repipof;. ok, 
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ifefi*t IS ftiil worfe, te purchafe.fofnie triflGng^ 
jgratification, the pleafure of whicft would' 
Itfl: but a moment; 

You hcWd the gentleman yfHo vi&jxdi 
me this morning, very frequently ufe the 
word Honour. Honour confifts in rd|>e6t- 
ing y.ourfelf 5 in doing as you wqtild bfe 
done by; and the foundation of Honour i%^ 
Truthir 

When I can depend on the veracity of 
people, that is to iay, :am convinced that 
they adhere to truth> I rely on them ; am^ 
certain they have courage, becaufe I know 
they will bfear any inconvenience, rather^ 
than defpife themfelvcs for telling a lie. 
Befides^ it is notneceffary to confider what 
J0U intend to fayy when you have done 
right. Always determine, on every occa- 
l^pn, to fpeak the truth, and you will never 
be at a lofs for words. If your chiarafttr 
for this fcnipulous attention is once fixed; 
;^ur acquaintance will be courted j and 
thofe who are not particularly pleafed With* 
)«>n will, -34: leaft, rclpediyour honouraWf* 
principles. 
V ..■'••• ; • ' '- -It 
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It is knpoITible to form a fmnd?(btp whh- 
cmt making truth the bafis; it is indeed the 
effeiKre of dc votien, the employment of the " 
"underftanding, ami the fapport of ^ver^ 
^uty. , , 

I govern my fervants, attd you, by ac* 
tendihg ftridly to truth; and this obfcr- 
vafice becpihg my head dear and my heart 
-pure, I am ever ready to pray to the Au-» 
thotofgood, the Fountain of truth. 

While I am difraffing the fubjeA^ let" 
me point out to you anothei* branch of this 
virtue; Sincerity. — And remember that I- 
every day iet you an example j for I ncver> 
to pleafe for the moment^ pay umxyfanit^ 
compltnrrents, or permit any woHfs to dro^> 
from my tongue^ that my heart does not • 
di&ate. And when I relate any matter of 
faft, I carefiiljy a>oid embeUrfliing it, in>\ 
order to render it a tnore.ehtcrtaining ftory ; 
mot that I think fuch a praflice^abfolutely^ 
criminal ; but as it contributes infenfibly to 
Vf^T away, a reipefl .for cruth, I guard, 
againft the vain impu^le, }eft Liboulc} lofe. 
thr chief .fircngtb^ md even ornament :tif 
C 6 -ix^y 
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my mind^ and become like a wave of the 
feaj drifced about by every guft of paffiorr^ 
. You muft in life obferve the nfioft appa^ 
rently infiguifkanc ducies— the great ones 
are the pillars of virtue : but the conftant 
concurrence of trifling things makes it ne- 
ceflfary that reafon and confcience fhould: 
always prcfide, to keep the heart ftead]^ 
Many people make promifes and appoint*- 
mcnts, which they fcruple not to break, If 
a more inviting pleafure occurs; not re- 
merabering that the flighteft duty fliouW 
be performed before a mere amufementis. 
purfued— -for any negleft of this kind em*^ 
,|)itdi^ play. Nothings believe me> can 
U^ghe fkzikntj that is not innocent* 

Ai iufiiaiiy endeavour to rcGollcft fome 
perfons-of my acquaintance, who have fuf^ 
iered by the faults, or follies> I wifti you to 
avoid;.! wilLdefcribe two charaAcrs, that 
willy if t miftake not, very ftron^y enforce 
what I have been fayingi 

. Lafi week you faw Lady: Sly, who eami^ 
to pay me a morning vifit. Did you ever 
fte fuch: a> fine carriage^ or fuch beautiful 
; hoiffcs? 
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horfes ? Hcrw they pawed the ground, and 
difplayed their rich harneffcs! Her fer- 
vants wore elegant liveries, and her own 
clothes fuited the equipage. Her houfe is 
equal to her carriage s the rooms are lofty> 
and hung with filk; noble glafles and pic- 
tures adorn them : and the plea&re-grounds 
are large and well laid out ; befide the treek 
and fhrubs>. they contain a variety of funrii- 
rtner-houfcs and temples^ as they are. called. 
Yet, ray young friends,, this is fi,aie^ not 
dignity.. 

This woman has a little fouJi flie never 
attended to truths and obtaining great part 
of her fortune by falfehood, it has blighted 
all her enjoyments. She inhabils that fur 
perb houfe, wears the gayeft clothes, and 
rides in that beautiful carriage, without 
fbeling plieafure. Sufpicion, and the car^s 
it has given birth to, have wrinkled her 
countenance, and baniflied every trace of 
beauty^ which p^^int in vain codcavours to 
xcpajci Her fufpicious tamper arifes from 
a knowledge of her own heart> and tfa« 
wgnt of rational employmeAts*;^ 

•Shr 
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She imagines that every peHbn flic con- 
verfes with means to deceive her; and 
"when flic leaves a company, fuppofes all 
the ill theyjiiay fay of her, becaufe flie re- 
coUefts her own praftice. She liftens ^hout 
her houfcj exuding to difcover the deligns 
of her fervancs^ none of whom the can truft ; 
and in coniequence of this anxiety her Heep 
is i3oibund> ^nd her food taftelefs. She 
walks in her paradife of a garden^ and 
finells not the flowers, nor do the birds 
infpire her with chearfulncfs.— Thefe plea- 
fores are true and Ample, they lead to the 
love of God, and all the creatures whom 
He hi^th made — and cannot warm a heart 
w^hich a inalicfous dory can plcafe. 

She cannot pray to God— He hates a 
liar! She is neg^e^led by her htiflsand^ , 
whofe only motive for marrying her was to> 
dear an incumbered cfliate. Her fon, htt 
only child, is undutifiil; the poor never 
have cau&fo bkfe her; nor docs flie con- 
tribute to the bappincfs of any humaa 
being. 

TO' 
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To kiU time, and drive away the pangf 
of remorfe, flie gojs from one houfe to 
another, cdlefttng and propagating fcan« 
dalous tales, to bring others on aievel with 
herfelf* Even diofe who refemble her are 
afraid of her j flie lives alone in the worldi 
ks good thing^ are poifoned by her vices^ 
and neither infphe joy nor gratitude. 

Bcfiire I teU you ho* flie acquired thefe 
vicious habitSj and enlarged her fortune by 
difregarding truth, I muft defile you to^ 
tWnk of Mrsk Trueman, the <niirate's wifev 
wfio lives in yonder white houfe dofe to the 
church 1 it is a final! one,, yet the wood-* 
bines and jefTailiins dis^ twine sfbout the 
windows give it a pretty^ atppearance. Her 
voice is fweet, her manners not ©nly tafy, 
but elegant; .and her fimple di^s makes 
her perfon appear to the greateft ^advan-^ 
tage* 

She walks to vife me, and her little oftct 
hang on her hands^ and cling to her clothes> 
they are fo fond of her. If any thing ter- 
rifies them, they run under He^ apron, and 
flie looks lUce the ben taking car4 of her 
' ' . young 
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young brood. The dotneftic animals play 
wirii the children, finding her a mild> at- 
tend ve miftrefs;. and out of her fcanty for- 
tune fhc contrives to feed and-clothe many 
a hungry, (hiveririg wretcl^ who blefs her 
as fbe pailes along. 

Though fhe has not any outward deco«> 
^ rations, (he appears fuperior to her neigh- 
bours, who call her the Gentlewoman '^ in^ 
deed cvpry gefturc Ihews an accomplifhed 
and dignified mind, that relies^ on itfei^ 
when deprived of the fortune which con- 
tributed to polifh and give it confequence. 

Drawings, the amufemcnt of iher youth, 
ornament, her neat paiiour $ fome mufical 
inftfuments ftand in one corner; for ihe; 
plays wiih tafte, and fiogs fweetly, 

AU the furniture, not forgetting a book* 
* cafe, foU of wellfchofen. books, fpeak the 
refinement of the owner, and the pleafures 
a^cultiyated mind has withirr its Own gralp,. 
independent of profperity, ( 
'• Her hufband^ a man pf ta^e and learn-* 
mg, reads to her, while (fae makes clothes 
for her children, whjOin (he teaches, in the 

tcndcrcl^ 
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t^creft and mod pcrfuafivc manner, im- ^ 
portant truths and elegant accompli (hnients. 

When you have behaved well for feme 
time you fhall vifit her, and ramble in her 
little garden -, there arc feveral pretty feats " 
in it, and the nightingales warble their 
fweereft fongs, undifturbed, in the (hade. 

I have now given you an account of the ■ 
prefcnt fituation of both, and of their cha- * 
ra<5);ers ^ liften to me whilft I relate in what 
manner thefc charafters were formed, and 
the confequence of each adhering tp a dif-* 
fcrcnt mode of conduifl. 

Lady Sly, when (he was a child^ ufed t(> 
fay pert things, which the injudicious pco-^ 
pie about her laughed at, and called very 
witty. Finding that her prattle plcaftd^ 
Ihe talked inceiTantly, and invented ftories.^ 
when adding to thofe that had fome foua- 
dation was not fuffieient to^ entertain the 
company. If (he fi.ole fweetmcats, or broke 
any thing, the cat or the dog was. blamed, 
and the poor animals were correAed for her . 
faults; nay, fometimes the fervants loft 
. their places in confequtnce. pf tier affeft^fl|s. 

Her 
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Her parents dred and left her a large Hw- 
tune> and an aunt, who had a ftill larger, 
adopted her. 

Mrs, Trucman, her coufm, was, fomc 
years after, adopted by the fame lady j but 
her parents could not leave their cftate to 
her, as it defcended to the nnalc heir. She 
'had received the mod liberal education, 
and was in every refped the reverfe of her 
coi/fini who envied her merit, and could 
not bear to think of her dividing the fortune 
'which ftie had long expefted to inherit en- 
tirely herfclf. She therefore praftifed every 
tnean art to prejudice her aunt againft her, 
and fuccceded. 

A faithful old fervant endeavoured to 
©pen her miftrefs's eyes; but the cunning 
niece contrived to invent the moft infamous 
dory of the old dgmeftic, who was in con- 
' Tequence of it difmifled. Mrs. Truemaa 
fuppbrted her, when fhe could not fucceed 
in vindicating her, and fufFered for her ge- 
nerofityj for her aunt dying fooTi after,, 
left 6n}y five hundred pounds to this ami- 
able woman, and fifty thbufand to Lady Sly. 

They 
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They both of them married (horlly after. 
One, the profligate Lorfi Sly, ^nd the other 
a rcfpcftable clej<gymatt, who bad beed diA 
appointed in his hl>pes of prefennent. This 
kft couple, in fpitfe of their mutual difap- 
poiniments, are contented with their lot; 
and are preparing themfelves and children 
for another worlH, where truths virtue and 
happinefs dwell tog^jther. 

For believe me, whatever happinefs we 
attain in this Hfe mtlft faintly rcfemble what 
God himfelf enjoys, whofc truth and good- 
nefs produce a fublime degree, &3ch as we 
<»nnot conceive^ it is ib far above otir K^ 

< mited capacities* 

I did not intend -to detain you fo k>ng> 
feid Mrs. Mafon ; bwe you fini&ed Mrf. 
Trimmer's Faiuhus Hiftcries? Indeed W!e 
have, anforercd Caroline mournfully, and 
I was very forry to come to the end. I 
never read fuch a pretty book ; may I read 

' it over ^gain to Mrs. Trueman's litdc 
Fanny? Certainly^ faid Mrs. Mafon, if 

U|pu can make l^er underft^nd that birds 
B^ver talk. Go and run about the garden^ 

and 
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and remember, the next lie I detcd I ihall 
punifh; becaiife lying is a vicc^ and I 
ought to puni/h you if you arc guilty of it, 
to prevent your feeling Lady Sly's mifcry; 



CHAP. vr. 

Anger^^Tolly produces Self-coniempt^ and tbr . 
NegleSl of others. 

"liyTRS, Mafon had a number of vifitors 
^^^ one forenoon, who converfed in the 
ufual thoughdefs manner^ which people 
Hoften fall into who do not confider before 
»they (peak: they talked of Garolinc's beauty, 
and Ihe gave hcrfelf many afFeded airs to , 
make it appear to^tlie beft advantage. But 
Mary, who had not a fecp to be proud of,. . 
was obfcrving fome peci3Uarities in the drefs 
or manners of the gueftsj and one very 
rclpciSkable oki lady, mbo had loft her teeth, , 
affbrded* her more diverfion than any i^Jf. 
the reft-^ . * 

Thi^ 
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The children went to bed without being 
-reproved, though Mrs. Mafon, when flic 
difmiffed them, faid gravely, I give you 
to-night a kifs of peace, an afFeftionate one 
-you have not deferved. They therefore 
difcovered by her behaviour that they had 
done wrong, and wailed for an explanation 
to regain her favour^ 

She was never in a paflion, but her quiet,, 
fteady difpleafure made them feel fo little 
in their own eyes^ they wiflicd her to fmile 
that they might be fomething; for all their 
confequence fecmed to arife from her ap-» 
probation. I declare, faid Caroline, I do 
not know what I have done, and yet I am 
fure I never knew Mrs. Mafon find fault, 
without convincing me that I Ijad done 
wrong. Did you, Mary, ever fee her in a 
paffion ? No, faid Mary, I do believe 
that (he was never angry in her life ; When 
John threw down all the china, and ftood 
trembling, ftie was the firft to fay that the 
carpet made him ftumble. Yes, ijq.w J do 
•"iffffiember, when we firft came to her houfci 
John fofgot to bring the cow and her young 

calf 
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^IFinto the cow-houfe; I heard her bid 
Kim do it dircftly, and the poor calf was 
dmoft frozen- to dcath-r-lhc Ipoke then in 
z hurry, ^d fcemcd angry. Now you 
mention "it^ I do nJcolleft, replied Caro- 
line, that' fhe was angry, when Betty. did 
xiot carry the poor fick woman the broth 
fhe oidered her to take to- her* But this 
is not like the paflion I ufed to fee nurfe in, 
when any thing vexed her. She would 
fcold us, and beat the girl who ^waited on 
her. Poor little Jenny! many a time was 
Ihe beaten, when we vexed nurfe : I would 

^ tell her (he was to blame now if I faw her, 
and I would not teafe her any more. 

I declare I cannot go to fleep, faid Mary, 
1 am afraid of Mrs. Mafon'h eyes — would 
you think, Caroline, that (he who looks fo 
very good-natured fometimes could frighten 

% ^ e fo ? I wi(h I were as wife and as good 
jKfte is.* The poor woman .with the fix 

• children, whom we met ^n the common, 
fkid (he was an angel, and that (he had 
faved hecfs and her children's lives. My 
heart is in my mouth, indeed, replied Ca* 

roline, 
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ToKne,/wheii I rhink of to-morrow mornings . 
and yet I am much happier than I was. 
when wc w>ere at home. I cried, I cannot 
now tell for what, all day 5 I never wilhed 
to be good— nobody told me what it was 
to be good. I wi(h to be a woman, faid 
Mary, and to be like Mrs. Mafon, or 
Mrs. Trueman— we are to go to lee her if 
y/c behave well. 

Sleep foon overpowered them, and they 
forgot their apprehenfions. In the morn- 
ingjthey awoke refrcftied, and tooljcare to. 
learn their leffons, and feed their chifckens, 
before Mrs. Mafon lefc her chamber^ 



CHAP. VII. 

'Virhe the Soul vf Beauty — The "Tulip and th 
Roje — The Nightingale — Exterttql Orna-i 
ments — CbaraSiersm ^ 

THE next morning Mrs^ Mafon met; 
them firfl: in the garden ; and fhe de» 
ilred Caroline ^to look at a bed of tulips^ 

that 
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that were then in their higheft ftate of per- 
feflion. I, added (he, choofe to have every 
kind of flower in my garden, as the fucceC- 
fion enables me to vary my daily profpcft, 
and gives it the charm of variety j yet thefe 
tulips afford me lefs pleafure than moft of 
the other fort which I cultivate— and I will 
tell^ou why— they v^are only beautifuK 
Liften to my diftindlion ;— good features, 
and a fine complexion, I term bodily beauty. 
Like. the ftreaks in the tulip, theypleafc^ 
the eye for a moipent ; but this uniformity 
foon ^ires, and the atSlive mind flies off to 
ibmething elfe. The foul of beauty, my 
dear children, conGfts in the body grace- 
fully exhibiting the emotions and variations 
of the informing mind. If truth, huma^ 
nity and knowledge inhabit the breaft, the 
eyes will beam with a mild luftre, modefty 
will fufilife the cheeks, and fmilcs of inno- 
<:ent joy play over all the features. At 
firfl: fight, regularity and colour will attraft, 
and have the advantage, becaufe the hidden 
fprings are not direAly fet in motion j »but 
when internal goodnels is reflcdted, every 

other 
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Other kind of beauty, the fhadow of it, wi- 
thers away before it, as the fun obfcures a 

You arfe certainly handfbme, CaroSne^ 
I mean, have good features.; but youmufl: 
innprove your mind to givetheoi a pleating 
expreffipn, or they will only ferve to lead 
your underftanding aftray. I have feen 
fonrie foolifh people take great pains to de-^ 
corate the outfide of their houfes, to at- 
trad the notice of ftrangers, who gazed, 
and paffcd on ; whilft the infide, where 
they received their friends, was dark and 
inconvenient. Apply this obfervation to 
mere perfonal attraftions. They may, i% 
is true, for a few years, charm the ftipcr- 
ficial part of your acquaintance, whofe/ior 
tions of beauty are not built on any prin-r 
ciple of utility. Such perfons might look 
at you, as they would glance their eye over 
thefe tulips, and feel for ainoment the fame 
pleafure that a view of the variegated rays 
of light would convey to a uninformed 
mind. The lower clafs of mankind, and 
children, are fohd of finery j gaudy, daz?:ling 
D appearances 
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appearances catch their attention ; hut the 
idifcriminating judgment of a perfon of fcnfe 
requires, befides colour, order, pxojpor* 
don, grace and ufefofcefs, to reader the 
idea of beauty complete, 

jbbferve tbat rofc, it his all the perfec- 
tions I Ipeak of; colour, grace, and fweet-' 
fiefs; — and even when the fine tints -fade, 
ihe fmell is grateful to thofe who have be- 
fore contemplated its beatrties. I havfe 
iOniy one bed of tulips, though 'my garden 
is large, but, in cVery part of iti rofes at- 
traft the eye. 

You have feen Mrs. Trueman, and 
think her a very fine woman j yet her Ikin 
and complexion have only the clearnefs 
tha,t temperance gives; and her features, 
ftriaiy fpeaking, are not regular: Bettyi^ 
the houle-maid, has, in both theie refpe£ts^ 
nriuch the fupcriority over her. But, though 
it is not eafy to define in what her beauty 
confifts, the eye follows her whenever fh^ . 
moves; and every perfon of tafte liftens fbt- 
the modulated foujds which proceed out 
cf her mouth, to. be improved and pleafcd; 

It 
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It'ls cotifcious wMth, /r«/i&, tliaf givci 
^gnity to her walk^ and fimple elegance t6 
her converfation. She h^s, indeed, a moft 
Excellent underftandLug, and a feeling heart; 
fagacity and tenderneifs, the refah of botb> 
are happily bknded in her countenance; i 
and tafte is the polifli^ which makes them 
appear to the beft advantage. She is pnorc 
than beautiful j and you fee her varied cjp- 
cellencies, again and again, with ihcreafing 
pleafurc. They ar(? not obtruded on you, 
for knowledge has taught her true feuinirKy^ 
jfhe is not 'like the flaunting tulip, that fdrces 
itfclf forward into notice; but refembles 
' th/e modeft rofe, you fee yonder, retiring 
under its elegant foliage. * 

I have mentioned flowers-~thc fame oN 
»der is obferved in the higher departments 
of nature. Think of the birds;, thofe that 
;fing bell have not the 'fineft plumage ; in- 
deed juft the contrary; God divides h(s 
gifts, an^ amongft the^feathered rac^ the 
nightingale (fwcetcft of warblers, > who 
pours forth her varied ftrain.when fober 
^xvc comes on) you would fcek in y^m 
Da the 
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'the morning, if you cxpeftedjthat bcairtiful 
feathers Ihould point out the fon^ftrefs; 
many who inceflantly twitter, and are only 
tolerable in the general concert, would fur- 
pals her, and attraft your attention. 

I knew, fome time before you were born, 
a very fine, a very handfome girl j I faw 
Ihe had abilities, and I faw with pain that 
Ihe attended to the. moft Qbvious, but leaft 
valuable gift of Heaven. Her ingenuity 
flept, whilft (he tried to render her perfon 
more alluring. At laft (he caught the 
imall-pox— her beauty vaniflied, and (he 
was for a time miferable i but the natural 
vivacity of youth overcame her unpleafant 
feelings. In confcquencc of the diforder, 
her eyes became fo ,weak that Ihe was 
obliged to fit in a dark room. To beguile 
the tedious day (he applied to mufic, and 
made a furprifmg proficiency. She even 
began to think in her retirement, and when 
Ihe recovered her fight grew fond of read- 
ing. 

Large companies did not now amu(e her^ 
ihe was np longer the objedt of admiration, ' 

or 
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or if fhe was taken notice of, it was to be 
pitied, to hear her former fclf praifed, and 
to hear them lament the depredation that 
-dreadful difeafe -had made in a fine face. 
Not expefting or wifliing to be obfirrved, 
fhe loft her affeded airs, and attended to 
tlie converfation, in which (he ^as foon 
able to bear a part. In (hort, the defire 
of plcafing took a diflferent turn, and as (he 
improved her mind, (he difcovcrcd that 
virtue, internal beauty, was valuable on its 
own account^ and not like that of the per- 
fon, which rcfembles a toy, that pleafes the 
obfcrvcr, but does not render the poffeflbr 
happy. 

She found that, in acquiring knowledge, 
her mind grew tranquil, and the noble de- 
fire, of afting conformably to ^he will of 
God fuccceded, and drove out the immo- 
derate vanity which before aftuated her, 
wheii her equals were the objefts (he thought 
moft o^ and whofe approbation (he fought 
with fuch eagernefs. , And what had 
fhe fought ? To be flared at and called 
handfome. Her beauty, the mere (5ght of 
D 3 it. 
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it|. did not make others good^ or comfiirfe 
^e affliftedj but after fhc had loft it, (he 
was Gomfortabk herfelf, and fet her fricnda^ 
iKemoft ufefiil examplp. ,. . ^ 

The money that fhe bad formerly appro-. ^ 
priatcd to ornament her perfoa, now clorhi^d' 
the naked ; yst fhe really appeared better 

^rfeiTcd, as fhe had acquired the habit of 
employing her time to the bcft ad^antagey 
and could make ntiany things herfelf. ;Ben 
fides, flie did not impUckly follow the 
reigning fafhion,. for flie had learned to dif-* 
tinguiih, and in t^e moft trivial mattert 
aflied according to the diftate^ of gpod 
fenlie. 

The children made fome commcntson 
this ftory, but the entrance of a yifitor in-* 
terrupted the converfation, and they raa 
about the garden,, comparing the rofcs-,and 

' tulips^. 
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' C H A P. VIIL 

Summer Evming^s AmufemenU^-^The Arri- 
val of a Family' 6f Hay maker s.'^^k.idicuk 
cfperfonal Defeils cenJureL-^A Storm.^-^ 
TheJFear of Death.— 'The Cottage of bonefi 
Jacky the Jhipwrecked Sailor. — The HiJ^ 
tory ofjaeky andhis faithful ITog Pompey^ 

TH E evening was pleafant j Mrs. Ma* 
ion and the children walked out;, 
and many ruftic noi{es (truck their ear^« 
Some bells in ^ neighbouring yitlage^ fo£- 
tcned by |hc diftance, founded plcafinglyj 
the beetles hummed, and the childrciv pur- 
fued them, not to deftroy them^ but to* 
obftrvc their form, and aik qupffions con>- 
cerning their modp of living. Sheep were 
bleating and cattle lowing, the rivulet near 
them babbled along, while the found of the 
diftant ocean died away on the ear — or they 
forgot it, Jiftening to the whriftling of the 
hay- makers, who were returning from the 
field. They met a whole family, >vho came 
D 4 every 
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every year from another county where they 
could not find conftant ennployment, and 
Mrs. Mafon allowed them to flecp in her 
barn. The little ones knew their benefac- 
trefs, and tried to catch a fmile;/and (he 
was ever ready to fmile on thof« whom fhc 
obliged I for Ihc loved all her fellow-crea- 
tures, and love lightens obligations. Be- 
fides,- (he thought that the- poor who are 
willing to work, had a right to the com- 
forts of life, 

A few moments after, they met a de- 
formed woman j the children ftared her 
-almoft out of countenance j but Mrs, Ma- 
fon turned her head another way, and when 
die poor objeft was out of hearing, faid to 
Mary, I intended to reprove you this 
morning for a fault which 1 have frequently 
ieen you commit; and this- moment and 
the other evening it was particularly con- 
fpicuous. When that deformed woman 
paffed us, I involuntarily looked at fome- 
thing elfe, and would not let her perceive 
that Ihe was a difgufting figure, and at- 
• traQ.cd notice on that account, I fay, I 

* did 
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did it involuntarily, ->for Ihave accuftonici 
myfelf to think of others, and. what they 
will fuffer on all occafions : and this loth-^ 
nefe to offend, or even to hiirt the feelings ' 
of another, is an inftantaneous fpring which 
aftuates my conducl, and makes me kindly 
affefted to every thing that breathes. If I 
then am fo careful not to wound a ftranger> ' 
v^hat Ihall I think of your behaviour, Mary^ 
when you laughed at a refpeftable old wp« 
man, who, befide her virtues and her age, 
had been particularly civil to you. I have 
always feen perfons,of the weakeft under- 
ftandings, and whofe hearts benevolence 
feldoni touched, ridicule bodily infirmities, 
and accidental defefts. They could only 
relilh the inferior kind of beauty, which I 
defcribed this mor^iing, and a filly joy has 
dated their empty fouls, on finding, by 
comparifon, that they were fuperior to 
others .in that refped^ though (;he conclu- 
fion was erroneous^ for rnerity mental ac- 
quirements, can only give ajuft: claim to 
fuperiority. Had you ppflcflTed (he fmalleft . 
' portioa of difcernment,, you would, foon 

v.- D 5. M^^[ 
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have ^rgotteii the toncsylofs of teeth ma& 
drawling, iti liftening to the chearful goodi^ 
fisnfe which that worthy woman^s words^ 
conveyed* You laughed^, becaufe you^ 
were ignoranti and' I now excufe ym ; but 
Ipme yeaf-s hence, if I were to fee you in 
company, with fuc^ a propenfity, I flrould 
fiill diink you a child;: an overgrown one> 
whofe mind did not expand as ciie bodf 
grew. 

The fky began' to thicken, and the Iqwing: 
iDf the cattle to have a melancholy cadence^ 
the nightingale forgot her fong, and fled to* 
her ncft ;. and the feavroartd and lafticd the 
rocksb . During the calm which; portended 
an approaching ftorm, every Creature was 
funning for fheltcn— We muft, if poffiblci 
iaidJVlrs* Mafon, reach yoncottage on the 
difF, for we (haiU foon have k violent thun-»- 
iJer-ftoKn. They quickened their ,pace^ 
1>ut the hurricane overtook theiw*- The 
hail-ftones fell, the clouds fecmcd toopcii. 
i(in4difclofe the lightning, while loud peals 
of thunder (hook the ground i the wind alfo- 
in violent gufts ruKfaed among the tre^ 
6 tore; 
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tore off the flender branches and loofened 
the roots. ^ 

The children w^re terrified; but Mrs, 
Mafon gave them each a hand, and chatted 
V with them to difpel their fears* She in- 
formed them that ftorm$ were neceflaiy tp' 
,difl3pate noxious vapours, and to anfwer 
jfx^any othcjr purpofes, which were not, per-^ 
..haps^ obvious to our weak underftandinga.. 
But are you not afraid ? cried the trembling:. 
Caroli|ie. No, certainly, I am not afraid* 
^-r-I walk with the fame lecurity as when 
the fun enlivened the prqfpedl: — God is ftill. 
^prefent, and we are iafe. Should the flafe 
.that paffes by us ftrike me dead,, it cannot 
hurt- me, I fear not » death I — I only fear . 
that Being who can render death tcrriblCj^* 
on whofe ^providence I calmly reftf and 
my confidence earthly forrows cannot df^- 
ftroy.. A mind is never truly great, till the 
4ove of virtue, overeornes the fear of death., 

By this -time they had' mounted the cli^, 
:and faw the tvimultuous dcep^ The angry 
.billows rofe, and dalhed againft t^e fliore^, 
.and;the loud npife of the raging fc% re^ 
i^uodcd from rock to rock^ 

^ ^ D d They 
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.They ran into the cottage; jhe poor 
woman who lived in it fent her children 
for wood, and loon made a good fire to dry 
them. 

The father of the family fbon after came 
' in, leaning on crutches j and over one eye 
there was a large patch. I am glad to fee 
you honeft Jack, faid Mrs. Mafon^ come 
and take your feat by the fire, and tell the 
children the ftory of your (hip wreck. 

He inftantly complied. I was very young, 
my dear ladies, faid Jack, when I went to 
lea, and endured many hardships, — -however 
'I made a Ihift to weather them all; and 
•whether the wind Was fair or foul, I ran up 
the Ihrouds and fung at the helm. I had 
always a good heart, no lad fore or afc 
had a better ; when we were at fca, I never 
was the firft to flinch ;. and on ftiore I was 
as merry as the beft of them. I married (he 
you fee yonder, (lifting hrs crutch to 
point to his wife) and her work and my 
wages did together, till I was Ihipwrecked 
oh thefe rocks. Oh ! it was a dreadful 
inighti this is nothing to jtj but 1 am 

. getting 
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getting to the end of my ftory before I be- 
gin it.' 

During thenar, I went once or twice to 
New York. . The laft was a good voyage, 
^nd we were all Returning with joy to dear 
Eqglandy when the ftorm rofe(j the veflcl 
was like a bird> it flew up and down» and 
fcycral of our'bcft hands were walhed clean 
overboard — My poor captain ! a better 
never plowed the ocean, he fell overboard 
too, and it was fome time before we miffed 
him i for. it was quite dark, except that 
flafibes of lightning now and then gave us 
light. 1 was at the helm, lafliing it tathe 
fide of the /hip — a dreadful flalh came acrofe 
me, and I loft one of my precious eyes,-r- 
But thank God I have one left. 

The weaither cleared up next day, and, 
though we had been finely mauled, I be- 
gan to hope, for 1 hate to be faint-hearted, 
and certainly we fhould have got into the 
channel very foon, if we had not fell in with 
a French rnan of war, which took us ; for 
we could not make any reliftance* 

• -^ I had 
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I Bad a dog, poor Pompcy ! with me. 
Pompey would not leave me, he wn as 
fpnd of me as if he had been'a chriftian. 1 
I>ad loft pne eye by the lightning, the other 
had been fore, fo that I could hardly call it 
a peep-hole. Somehow I fell down the 
hatchway, and bruifcd one of my legs ; but 
I did not mind it, do ye fee, till we arriVed^ 
at Breft and were thrown into a French 
Prifon. 

Therel was worfe off than ever; theroom 
we were all ftowed in was full of % ermin,. 
and our food viery bad ; mouldy bifcurts^ 
and fait fifh. The prifon was choke full,, 
and many a morning did we find fome ho* 
ncffi fellqw with his chops fallen-^he was 
not to be waked any morel — he was gone 
to the other country, do ye fee. 

Yet the French have not fuch hard hearts- 
as people fay they have ! Several womcrv 
brought us broth and wine J and one gave 
me fome rags to wrap round my leg, it was 
v^ery painful, I could not clean it, nor hadi 
I any plaiften One day i was looking for* 
rrpwfully at it, thinking for certain Tfhould 

lofe 
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*l6{e n>y precious limb ; when, w6uld y(^' 
i^l^c it? Pompey faw what I was thinks 
ing about, and began to lick it.-*-4.nd^ i 
never knew fuch a furprizing thing, it grew 
better and better every day, ^nd at laft was^ 
licaled without any plaifter* 

. After that I was very fickj and thcfaoic 

-tender- hearted creature^ who gave me the 

^ags, took me to her houfe; and frefii aLr 

ibon recovered me. I for certain ought m 

{pt2k well of the French ^ but for theii^ 

iJdndnefs I i)iou}d have been in another port 

, by this time. Mayhap I might have gone 

with a fair windy yet. T fliould have Jbeen 

ferry to have left my poor wife and her 

. children. But I am letting all my Ime rua 

out ! Well, by-and-by, there was aiiex^- 

ehange of prifoners^ and we were once mpre 

in an Englifh yeflel, and I made fore of 

•feeing my family again; but the weather 

,i*^as ftill foul. Three days .and nights we, 

were in the greatest diftrefs i and the fourth 

the fhip was daflied againft thefe rockft. 

Oh! if you had heard the cralhl The wa* 

ter ruflied in-— the men icreanied» Lord have 

:. * mcrey 
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mercy on us ! There was a woman in the 

^ip, and, as I could fwim, I tried toffave 

her, and Pompey foHowed mej but I loft 

l>im — poor fellow ! I declare I cried like a 

child when I faw his dead body. However 

I brought the woman to Ihore ; and afliftcd 

fome more of my mefs-mates ; bgt, ftand- 

ing in the water fo long, I loft the ufe of 

my limbs — ^yet Heaven was good to me ; 

•Madam, there, fent a cart for us all, and 

took care of us j but I never recovered the 

ufe of Tny limbs. So flie afked me aH 

.about my misfortunes, andsfent for wife, 

who came direftly, and we have lived here 

ever firicc. We catch fi(h for Madam, and 

I watch for a ftorm, hoping fome time or 

t)ther to be as kind to apoorperiftiingfoul as 

Ihe has been to me. Indeed we are veryhap*' 

p'y — I might now have been begging about 

the ftreets, but for Madam, God blefs her I 

:- A tear ftrayed down Mrs. Mafon's cheek, 

while a fmile of benevolence lighted up her 

countenance — the little girls caught each 

hand — They were- all filcnt a few minutes^ 

when flie, willing to turn the dilcourfej en- 

quired 
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quir|d ..whether they had any fifh in the 
houie? Some were produced, they were 
quickly dreffed, and they all cat together. 
They had a chearful meal, and honeft Jack 
fung fome of his feafaring fongs, and did 
all he could to divert them and cxprefs his * 

- gratitude, Gettingup to reach the brown , 
loaf, he limped very awkwardly, Mary was 
juft beginning to laugh, when ftie reftrained 
herfelf; for flie recoUefted that Jiis awk- 
wardnefs made him truly refpeftable, be- ^,/- 
caufe he had loft the ufe of his limbs when 
he was doing ^ood, faving the lives of his 

^ fellow-creatures. 

The weather cleared up, and they re- 
turned home. . The chiUren convcrfed gaily 
with each other all the way home, talking of. 
(he poor failor, and his faithful dog. 
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C H A P. EX. 

The Inconveniences of immoderate Indulgence, 

THE children were allowed to help 
jhcmfclves to frmt, when it made a 
part of iheir meal ; and Caroline always . 
' tpok care to pick out the bed, or fwallovr 
<What (he took in a hurry^ left ihe fhould 
i}ot %tt as mqcK as ihe wi^ied for*. Indeed 
fee geDcraUy eat more than her ihare. She 
had feverail ticxies eaten more than a per fori 
ou||t^o^ eat at one time^ without feeling 
•jl^Pefir^si but one afternoon ihe com* 
^plained of a pain in her ftomach in confe- 
quence of it» and her pale face and languid 
eyes plainfy (hewed her indifpofition. Mr*» 
Mafon gave her an emetic, and after the 
operation fhe was obliged to go to bed^ 
though (he had promifcd herfelf a pleafant 
walk that evening. She was left alone, for 
Mary was not permitted to flay at home 
with her, as (he offered to do. Had het 
fickncfs been accidental^ ^e would both 

have 
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hare tried to amuf&her^ faid Mrs. MaibUi 
buc her greedinefs now receiving its naturai 
and juft punifhnxent, fbe mufl: endure it 
without the alkviacion which pity affords ;. 
only tell her from nnc, that the pleafure was 
but momentary^ while the pain and con« 
finement it produced has already laded fontie 
hours. 

. The next morning, though fcarccly re* 
coveted^ fbe got up, as ufuaU to have a 
walk before breiikfaft. During thefe walks^ 
Mrs. Malbn told them ftories> poitited out 
' the wiiHom of God in the creation, and 
took them to vifit her po6r tenants. Thefe 
vifits not only enabled her to form a j.udg« 
meat of their wants^ but made them very 
induftrious s for ihey were all an^ioua thar 
flie might find their houfes and perfonr 
dean. Ahd returning through the farm* 
yard^ Mrs. Mafbn flopped according ta 
cuftom, to ke whether the poor animals 
were taken care of— this fee called earning 
her breakfaft. The fcrvant was juft feeding 
the pigs> and though (be poured a greac 
^antity inia the trougha the greedy cr6a*^ 
, • tucesi 
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tures tried to gobble it up from one an* 
other. Caroline blufhcd, fhe l^w this fight 
was meant for her, and Ihc felt afliamed of 
her gluttoiiy. But Mrs, Mafon, willing to 
Imprefs her ftill more ftrongly, 'thus ad- 
dreffed her. ' 

Providence, my child, has given us paf- 
fions and appetites for various purpofes*— 
two are generally obviou<; I will point 
them oiit to you, Firft to render our pre- 
fent life more comfortable, and then to 
prepare us for another, by making us fo- 
ciable beings ; as in fociety virtue is ac- 
quired, and fclf-denial praftifed* A nrio- 
4erate quantity of proper food recruits our 
cxhaufted fpirits* and invigorates the ani- 
mal funftions j but, if we exceed modera-^ 
tion, the mind will be oppreffed, and foon 
become the flavc of the body, or both grow 
liftlcfs and inaiSive. Employed various 
ways, fanriilies meet at meals, . a^d,th^re 
giving up to each other, learn in the mofl: 
^^afy, pleafant way to govern their appe- 
tites* Pigs, you fee, devour what they. 
x;an get; but men, if they have any affec- 
-:..^ , ' .tions, 
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tions, love their fcllow^ctcatures, and wilh 
for a return ; nor will they, for the fake of 
a brutifh gratification, lofe the efteem of 
thofe they value. Befidesj no one can be 
reckoned virtuous who has not learned to 
bear poverty : yet thofe who think much 
of gratifying their appetites, will at laft aft 
meanly in order to indulge them. But 
when any employment of the underfti^nd- 
ing, or ftrong afieftion occupies the mind^ 
eating is fcldom thought a matter of greater 
importance than it ought to be^ Let the 
idle think of their meals; but do you em- 
ploy the intermediate time in a different 
manner, and only enjoy them when you 
jpin rfie focial ch-cle. I like to fee children, 
and even men, eat chearfuUy, and grate-^ 
fully receive the bleffings fcnt by Heaven j 
yet I would not; have them abufe thofe 
Weflings, or ever let the care nece^ary to 
fupport the body injure the immortal fpirit: 
many think of the fuftenance the former 
craves, and entirely negleft the latter* 

I remarked to you before, that in the 
imoft apparently trivial concerns, we are to 

do 
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do as we wotildJSte done by. This duty 
muft be prafkifed conftafttly^ at meals 
there arc frequent opportunities, and I 
hope, Caroline, I fliall never again fee you 
eager to fecure dainties for ycnjrfelfl If 
fiTch a dlfpofition were to grow up with 
>you, ypu Ought to live alone, for no one 
fliould "enjoy the advantages and pleafures 
which arife from focial intercourfe, who is 
unwilling to give way to the inclinations of 
others, and allow each their fliare of the 
good things of this life. 

You experienced yefterday, tiiat pain 
follows immoderate indulgence; it ia al- 
ways the cafe, though fometimes not felt fo 
immediately j but the conftitution is infen-. ^ 
fibly dcftroyed, and old age will come on, 
loaded with infirmiries. ^ You alfo loft a 
very pleafent walk, and fome fine fruit, 
WevrfitedMrs. Goodwin's gaixJen> iand as 
Mary HacJ; before convinced me that fhc 
could regulate her appetites, I gave her 
leave to pluck as much fruit a? flie wifhedV 
and fhe did not abufe my indulgence* k)^ 
the trontrary, flic ipcnt moft partof'the 

time 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



time in gathering fome for mc, and her at- 
tention made it taftc fwccter* . 
► Coming home I called her my friend, 
and file d^ierved the name^ for (he was na 
Jpnger a f:hild ; a reafonable affe&ion had 
conquered an appe^te; her underftanding 
took the lead, and (he had praAtfed a vir« 
tuc..;- » • ' . 

Thefubjeft wjis now dropped ; J:)ut Ca- 
roline determined to copy in future her 
tfifter's temperance and fdf-denial; 
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C H A P. X. 

The Banger ofDelay^Befcripkn of a Man^ 
' fton-bou/e in Ruins— The Hi/lory of Charles 
Townley. 

1\/fR'S. Mafon, who always regulated 
^^^ her own time, and never loitered 
her hours^ irrefolutely away, had" very 
frequently to wait for the children, when 
flie wi filed to walk, though Ihe had defired 
them to be ready at a precifc time. Mary 
in particular had a trick of putting every 
thing off till the laft moment, and then fhe 
did but half do it, or left it undone. This 
indolent way of delaying made her mifs. 
many opportunities of obliging "and doing 
good i and whole hour^ were loft in thought- 
lefs idlenefs, which flie afterwards wifhcd 
had been better employed. 

This was the cafe one day, when ftc had . 
a letter to write to her father 5 and though 
it was mentioned to her early in the morn- 
ing, the fineft part of the evening Hipjped 

away 
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away wtiilft (he was finifliing'itf and h^r 
hafte made her forget the principal thing 
which (he intended to have fatd. 

Out of breath (he joined them ; and after 
they had croflfed feveral fields^ Mrs. Maib» 
turning down a long avenue, bade therti 
look at a large old manfion-houfe. It was 
now in ruins. Ivy gre^over the fubftantial 
walls, that ftill refiftcd the depredations of 
tiihe, and almoft concealed a noble arch, 
on which maimed lions couched ; and vul- 
tures and eagles, who had loft their wings, 
fcemed to reft for ever there. Near it was 
a rookery, and the rooks lived fafc in the 
high trees, whofe trunks were all cove-red 
'with ivy or mofs, and a number of fun- 
gufles grew about their large roots. The 
grafs was long, and remaining undifturbed, 
fave when the wind fwept acrofs ir, was of 
courfe pathlefs. Here the mower never 
whet his Icythe, nor did the haymakers mix 
their fongs with the hoarfc croaking of the 
rooks, A fpacious bafon, on the margin of 
which water plants grew with wild luxu- 
^riance, was over(pread with (lime 5 and 
E afforded 
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afforded a flielter for to^ds and adders. In 
many places were heaped the ruins of orna- 
mental buildings, whUft fun dials refted in 
the fliade ; and pedeftals, that had crulhed 
the figures they before fupported. Making 
their way through the grafs, they would 
frequently ftumble over a headlefs ftatue, 
or the head would innpede their prpgrcfs. 
When they fpoke, the found feemed to re- 
turn agMn^ as if unable to penetrate the 
thick ftagnated air. The fun could not 
dart its purifying rays through the thick 
gloom, and the fallen leaves contributed to 
choke up the way, and render the air- more 
noxious, . 

1 brought you to this place on purpofe 

this, evening, faid Mrs. Mafon to the chiU^ 

dren, who clung about her, to tell you the 

hiftory of the laft inhabitant J but, as this 

part is unwholefome,. we will fit on the 

. broken ftones of the drawbridge. 

. . Charles' To wnley was a boy of uncom- 

rnpn abilities, and flirong feelings; but he 

ever permitted thofe feelings to dire<ft his 

.conduft, without fubmitting to the direc- 

-V. tion 
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tioa.of reafon ; 1 mean, the pretent emotton 
goTcmed him. He had not any ftrength 
or confiftency of character j one moment 
he enjoyed a pkafure, and the next fc4t the 
pangs of remorfe, on account of fonaeduty 
which he had negleAed. He always in- 
deed intended to zGt right in every particu- 
lar U'fHorrow ; but to-day he followed the 
prevailing whim. 

He heard by chance of ^ mfn in great 
dift^refs^ he determined to relieve him^ and 
left his hpufe in order to follow the humane 
impulfe; but meeting an acquaintance^ he 
was pcrfuaded to^ go to the play, and /^* 
morrcw, he thought/ he would do the aA' 
of charity. The next m«ming fome com- 
pany came to breakfslft with him, and took 
him with them to view fome^ fine pifttires. 
In the evening he, went to atroncertj the 
day following he was tired, and laid in bed- 
till noonj then read a pathetic ftory, weft, 
wrought up, wept over It — fell aflcep-r-and . 
forgot to tf/5? humanely. An accident re-' 
minded him of his intention j hefent to the 
n^an, and found that he had too long de- 
Uyed — the relief was ufi^cfs, 
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' Tn fliis. thaughtkfs maaner he fpent his 
time and fortune; .never applying to any 
profcflion, though formed to ibific b any 
one he ftould Jiave -chofen. His fritods 
were OJffejidcd, and at laft allpwed'^himoo 
languiih in a g4ol; and as there appeared 
fio probability -of reforming or fixing hioi, 
they left him to itrugglc with adverfity. 

Severely did he ''reproach himfelf — He 
ifras almolb loH in dcfpair, when a' friend . 
vifited him. This friend loved the latent' 
Iparks of virtue which he iinagined would 
fome time ^r other light up, and animate 
hr$ condud. He paid his debts, and gayc 
him a fum of money fu fficient to, enable* 
him to |>repare for a voyage to the Eaft* 
Indies, where Chirlts wiflied ta go, to try 
to regain his loft fortune. Through the. 
interceffion of this kind, confiderate fniend, 
his relations were reconciled to him, and 
his fpirits raifcd. ' . 

H« failed with a fair wind, ^nd fortune 

favouring his moll romantic wi(hes, in the 

fpace of fifteen years, he acquired a much 

larger fortune than he had even hoped for, 

6 and.' 
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arid thought of vifking, nay, fettling in hw 
native country for the remainder of his life. 

Though impreffed by the rrioft lively 
fenfei>f gratitude, he had dropped hisfriend*s 
correlpondence -, yet,, as he knew that he 
had a daughter, his fitft determination was^ 
to refervc for her the greater part of his proi- 
'perty, asf the moft fubftantial prooft which 
he could give of his gratitude.— The thought 
pleafed him, and that was fiifficielTt to divert 
him for fome months j but accidentally 
hearing that his friend had been very un- 
focccfsful in. trade,, this informatioa made 
him wi(h to haften his return to his native 
country. Still a procraftinjiting fpirit pof* 
' fcflcd him, and he delayed from time to 
time the* arduous tafk of fettling his affaii's, 
previous to his departure : he wrote, how- 
ever, to England, and tranfinitted a con- 
' fiderable fum to a ebrrefpondent, defiring 
that thisk houH^might be prepaixd for him^ 
and the mortgage cleared. , i ^ t 

I can fcarcely enumerate the various de- 
lays that prevented his embarltingj and 
when he arrived in England, he can>e h^re, 
' E 3 and 
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and was fo childifhly eager to have his 
houfe fitted up with tafte, that he a^ualiy 
trifled away a month, before he went to 
feek for his friend. 

But his negligence was now feverely pu- 
niflied. He learned that lie had been re- 
duced to great diftrefs, and thrown into the 
very gaoty out of which he took Townley, 
who, haftening to it, only found his dead 
body there -, for he died the day before. On 
the table was lying, amidftfome other fcrapa 
of paper, a letter, direfted in an unfteady 
hand to Charles Townley. He tore it open. 
Few were the fcarcely legible lines •, but 
they fmote his heart. He read as. follows : 

" I have , been reduced by unforefeen 
*r misfortunes -, yet when I heard of your 
«^ arrival, a gleam of joy cheered my heart 
" — I thought I knew youths, and that my 
*^ latter days might ftill have been made 
" comfortable in your fociety, for I loved 
" you ; I even expected pleafurc j but I 
^' was miftaken ; death is my only friend.** 

He read it over and over again i and 
cried out. Gracious God, had I arrived but 
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one day fboherl (hould have feen him, and he 
would not have died thinKfing me the mod 
ungratcfufwretch that eVer burdened the 
earth! He then knocked his clinched fift 
againft his forehead, looked wildly round the 
dreary apartment, and exclaimed in a chok- 
ed, though impatient tone. You fat here 
yefterday> thinking of my ingratitude— 
Where are you now ? Oh ! that I had fcen 
you ! Oh ! that my repenting fighs could 
reach you } — ^ 

' Hp ordered the body to be interred, ind 
returned home a prey to grief and defpoh- 
dency. Indulging it to excefs, he ne- 
glefted to enquire after his friend's daugh* 
teri he intended to provide amply for her, 
but now he couU only grieve 

Some time clapfed, then he fent, arid the 
intelligence which he procured aggravated 
his diftrefs, and gave it a kycre additional 
fting. 

' The poor gentle girl had, during her fa- 
ther's life, being engaged to a worthy young 
man; but, fome time after his deatft, the 
relations of her lover had fent him fo. fea 
E 4 to 
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to prevent the matchmaking place. She 
was helplefs^ and had not fujScient cours^ 
to combat with poverty ; to cfcape from ir, 
flic married, an old rake whom (he deteftcd* 
He was ill-humoured, and his vicious habit$ 
rendered him a moft dreadful companion^ 
She tried in vain to pleafe him^ and banilh 
the forrow that bent her down, and made 
wealth and all the pkafures it could procure 
taftelefs. Her tender father was dead— fhc 
bad 16ft her lover — without a friend or con* 
fidept, filcnt grief confumcd her. I have 
told you friendihip is only to be foun4 
smongft the virtuous i ber hufband \5^as vU 
cious* 
Ah \ why did &e marry ? faid Mary. ^ 
Bccaufc Ihe was timid i but I have not 
told you all; the grief that did not break 
bcr heart, difturbcd her reafon j and h<» 
hufband confined her in a mad-houfe. , 

. Charles heard of this laft circumftance i 
he vifited her. Fanny, faid he, do you re* 
collc6t your old friend ? Fanny looked at 
him, and reafon for a moment, refumed her 
feat, and informed her countenance to trace 

ansuilh 
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anguifli on it— the trembling }ight foon dlf- 
appeared— wild fancy fltf();ied in her eyes, 
and animated )i^ inceflanc rant. She fung 
feveral verfe^'fcf different fongs, talked of 
her hufband's ill-ufage — enquired if he had 
lately beeh to fea; and frequently addreffed 
her father as if he were behind her chair, or 
fitting by hen 

Charles could not bear this fcene — If I 
could Ibfe like h§r a fcnfe of woe, he cried, 
this intolerable atiguifli would not tear my 
heart ! The fortune which he had intended: 
for her could not reftore her reafon j but,, 
liad he fcnt for her foon after her father's- 
death, he might have faved her and com- 
forted himfelf. 

The laft ftroke was worfc than the firftj. 
he retired to this abode ; melancholy creep- 
ing on him, he let his beard grow, and the 
. garden run wildi Ohe room in the houfe 
the poor lunatic inhabited ; and he had i 
proper perfon to attend her, and guard hei^ 
from the dangers Jhe wiftied to encounter.. 
Everyday he vifited her, the fight of her 
would almoft have unhinged a found mind 
E5 —How 
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—How could he bear it, when his con- 
.fcicnce reproached him, and whifpered that 
he had negleftcd to do good, to live to any 
rational purpofe — The fwects of friendfhip 
were denied, and he every day contemplated 
the faddeft of. all fights — the wreck of a 
human underftanding. 

He died without a will. The eftate was 
litigated^ and as the title to this part could 
not be^ proved, the houfc was let fall into 
its prefent ftate. 

But the night will overtake us, wp mud 
make hafte home — Give me your hand, 
Mary, you tremble ; furcly I need not defirc 
you to renumber this ftory— Be calm, my 
child, and remember that you muft attend 
to trifles j do all the good you can the pre- 
fent day, nay hour, if you would keep your 
confcience clear. This circumfpeftion naay 
not produce dazzling actions,, nor will your 
filent virtue be fupported by human ap- 
plaufe ; but your JFathcr, who feeth in fecret^ 
will reward you* 
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CHAP. XL 

T>rifs.*^A ChardHer. — Remarks on Mrs. 
^rueman's Manner of dreffing. — Trifling 
Omiffions undermine AffeSlion. 

MARY'S procraftinating temper pro- 
duced many other ill confeqaences t 
/he would lie in bed till the laft moment, 
and then appear without wafhing her face or 
cleaning her teeth. Mrs. Mafon had often 
obfcrved it, atKi hinted her diflike ; biit, 
unwilling to burden her with precepts, fhe 
waited for a. glaring example. One wad 
foonliccidentally thrown in her way, and 
Ihe determined that it fhould not pafs un« 
obferved* 

. A lady, who was remarkable for her 
negligence in this refpcft, fpent , a week 
with them i and, during that time, very 
frequently difconcerted die ceconomy of the 
family. She was feldom fit to be feen, and 
if any company came by chance to dkiner, 
ihe would make theni wait till k was quite 
E 3 cold. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 84 ) / 

cold, whilfl: flic huddled on fomc ilUchofen 
finery. In the feme ftyle, if a little party 
of pleafure was propofed, fhe had to drefs 
herielf> and the hurry difcompofed her, and 
tired thofe, who did not like to lofe time in 
anticipating a trifling amufement. 

A few hours after (he had left them, Mrs. 
Mafon eniiuircd of Mary, what efFe6l,this 
week's experience had. had on her, mind i 
You. arc fond of ridicule, child, but feWom 
in the right place j real caufe for it you let 
flip, and heed not the filent reproof that 
points at your own faults :— -do not miftakc 
me, I would not l\ave you laugh it^^yct I 
wifli you to feel, what i« ridiculous, and 
learn to diftinguifh folly. Mrs. Dowdy's 
negligence arifes from indolence; her mind 
h not employed about matters o€ import^ 
ance j and, if it were, it would not be a 
liifficicnt excufe for her habitually Degle£t-* 
ing^an efTcntial part of a man's as well as a 
soman's duty. I faid habitually ; grief 
will often make thbfe carelefs,. who, at 
Other times, pay a proper attention to theif 
pofpn; anil this negkft is a fiire indict* 
,v. ;^ tion 
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tion that the canker- worm is at work; and 
we ought to pity rather than blame the un- 
fortunate, indeed when painful aftivity of 
jnind occafions this inattention, it will' not 
laft long 5 the foul ftruggles to free itfclf, 
and return to its ufual tone and old habits. 
The lady: we have been fpeaking of ever 
appears a floven, thorugh (he is fohietimcB 
a difgufting figure, and, at others^ a verf 
taudry flirt. 

I continually cautbn Caroline not to 
ijpend much time in adorning her perfbn $ 
but I never defired you to niegleA yours^ 
Wifdohn confifts in avoiding extremes— * 
immoderate fondnefs for drefs, I term va<- 
nity ; but a proper attention to avoid Citi^ 
gulariry does not dcferve that name. Nevet 
y^SL&c muth time about trifle^; but the tim^^ 
that is nec«flary, employ properly. 'Exct^ 
cife your underftanding, fafte flows from 
it,, ajid will in a momenir direft you; if jroig^ 
are not too £>liettou9 to conforirt t6 the 
changing fafliions ; and loiter awiiy m labo- 
rious idknels the precious momentSr when 
the imagination is moft lively^ zttd iho^M 
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be allowed to fix virtuous affcftions in the 
tender youthful heart. 
' Of all the women whom I have ever met 
with, Mrs. Trueman fccms the freeft from 
vanity, and thofe frivolous views which 
degrade the female charafter. Her virtues 
claim refpe(ft, and the praftice of them ert- 
gf ofles her thoughts; yet her clothes are ap- 
parently wcM chofen, and you always fee her 
in the fame attire. Not like many women 
who are eager to fet ofF their perfoos to the 
heft advantage, when they are only going td 
take a walk, and are carelefs, nay Qovenly, 
when forced to ftay at home. Mrs. Truc- 
nian's conduft isjuft^he reverfe; flie tries 
to avoid Angularity, for fhe does not wifli 
to difguft the generality ; but it is her fa* 
mily, her friends, whom Ihe ftudies ^ 
picafe. 

In drefs it is not little minute things, 
but the whole that ihould be attended to, 
und that every day ; and this attention gives 
an eafe to the pcrfon bccaufe the clothes 
appear unftudily graceful. Never, con- 
tinued Mrs. Mafo0» dcfire to excelin tnfles, 
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if you do, there is an end to virtuous emu- 
lation^ the mind cannot attend to both j for 
when the main purfuiD is trivial, the cha- 
rafter wHl of courfe become infignificant^ 
Habitual neatnefs is laudable -, but if you 
wifti tp be reckoned a well, an elegantly 
drefled girl, and feel that praife on account 
of it gives you pleafure, you arc vain; and 
a laudable ambition cannot dwell with va« 
nity. 

Servants, and thofe women whofe minds 
have had a very limited range, place aU 
their happinefs in ornaments, and frequently 
negle£t the only eflential part in drefs-^ 
neatneis. 

I have not the Icaft objeftion to your 
^TtfGng according to your age; I rather 
cfncourage it,, by allowing you to wear the 
gayeft colours j yet I infifl: on fome degree 
of uniformity : and think you treat me di& 
rcfpeftfuUy when you appear before me, . 
and have forgotten to do> what (hould never 
be negleded, and what you could have 
done in iefs than a quarter of an hour« 

P 6 I idway* 
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I always drefs myfelf before breakfaft,, 
and exped you to follow my example, if 
there is not a fufficient and obvious excufe.. 
You, Mary, mifled a pleafant airing yefter- 
day i for if you had not forgotten the refpeft 
Which is due to me, and hurried down to 
brcakfaft in a flovenly manner, I fliould 
have taken you out with me ; but I did not 
phoofe to wait till you were ready, as your 
not being fo was entirely your own fault. 

Fathers, and nPiCn in general, complain- 
©f this inattention; they have always to 
wait for females. Learn to avoid this fault,, 
however infignificant it may appear in your 
eyes, for that habit cannot be of little con- 
fequence that fometimes weakens efteem.. 
When we frequently make allowance for 
another in trifling matters, notions of infci* 
riority take root in the mind, and too often 
produce contempt. Refpeft for the undcr^ 
Aanding mufl: be the bafis of conftancyi. 
thc^tendernefs which flows from pity is Ha* 
blc to perifli infenfibly, to confunne itfclf— - 
even the virtues of the heart, when they 
Regenerate into weaknefi, fiok a oharader 

in 
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10 our eftimation. Befides^ a kind of grofs 
familiarity takes place of decent affeiSiQn j 
and the reCptO,^ which alone can render do- 
meftic intimacy a lafting comfort^ is loft 
before we are aware of it. 



CHAP. XIL 



Sebawour io Servants. ^^True Dignify of 
Cbaraikr. 

THE children not coming down to 
breakfaft one morning at the ufual 
timci Mrs. Malbn went herfelf to entjuire 
the reafon ^ and as Ihe entered, the .apart«* 
mcrtr, heard Mary fay to the nnaid. wha 
afljfted her, I wonder at your impertinence 
to talk thus to me— do you know who you 
are fpeaking to?*^fhe was going on, but 
Mrs. Mafon interrupted her, and aqfwercd 
the queftion — %o a little girl, who is only, 
affiftcd bccaufe Che is weak. Mary Ihrunk 
back aba(hed, a^d Mrs« Malbn continued: 

as 
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as jrou have treated Betty, who is ten^ars 
older than yourfclf, improperly, you ^inuft 
now do every thing for yourfelf j and> as 
you will be fomc time about ir, Caroline 
and I will eat our breakfaft, and vifit Mrs. 
Trucman. By the time we return, you 
may perhaps have recoUedted that children 
are inferior to fcrvants, "who aft from the 
dilates of reafon, and whofe underftand- 
ings ^re arrived at fome degree of maturity, 
while children muft be governed and di- 
refted tiU their" s gains ftrength to work by 
itfelf : for it is the proper exercife of our 
Teafon that makes us in any degree inde- 
pendent. 

When Mrs. Maibn returned, fhe mildly 
addrcffed Mary. I have often told you 
ihat every difpenfation of Providence tended 
to our improvemenr, if we do not per- 
verfely aft contrary to our interefl:. One 
being is made dependent oh another, that 
Jove and forbearance may fofcen the human 
^ heart, and that linked together by ncccflity, 
and the exercifc of rhe fbcial afieftions, the 
wbole family on earth might have a fellow-* 
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feeling for each other. By thefe means we 
innprove one another j but there is no rcftL 
inferiority. ^ ^ 

You have read the fable of the head fup-^r 
pofing itfelf fuperior to the reft of the mem- 
bers, though all are equally necef&ry to the 
fupport of life. . If I behave improperly to 
fcrvants, 1 am really their inferior,- ^s I 
abufe a truft^ and inriitate not the Beings 
whole iervant 1 am, without a (hadow of 
equality. ChUSren'are^elplefs. I order 
- my iervants to wait on you, becaufe you 
are fo;^ but I have not as much refpeft for 
you as for them > you may poffibly b^cooie 
a virtuous chara^er.— Many of my feryants 
are really fo already; they Jiave done their 
duty, filled an humble ftation, as they 
ought to fill it, confcientioufly. And do 
you dare to defpife thofe whom yolir Cre- 
ator approves ? 

Before the greateft earthly beings I Ihould 
not be awed, they arc my fellow fervants g 
and, though fuperior in rank, which, like 
perfonal beauty, only dazzles the vulgar ; 
yet J may poffefs more knowledge andvir- 
. ' tue^- 
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««e. The fame feeling; aftuates me when 
I am ift company with the poor j we art 
creatures of the fame nature, and I may be 
their inferior in thofe graces which fhbuld 
adorn my foul, and render me truly greats 

How often muft I repeat to yotr, that a 
child is inferior to a man > becaufe reafon is 
in its infancy, and it is reafon which exalts 
a mail above a brute j and the cultivation 
df it raifes the wife man above the ignorant^ 
for ^ifdom is only another name for virtue. 

This morning, when I entered your 
i^rtment,. I heard you infulc a worthy fef- 
vaiit. You Had juft faid your prayers j but 
they milft have been only the gabble of the 
tongue i your heart was not engiged in the 
facfed empioyrtnenty or you could not fo . 
ibon have forgotten that you were a weak^ 
•dependent being, and that you were to re* 
ceive mercy and kindnefs only on the con- 
dition of your pradifing the fame. 

I advife you to a(k Betty to pardon your 
impertinence i till you do fo, fhe fhall not 
affift you ; you would find yourfelf very 
bclplef$ without the afliftance of men" and 

womeo^ 
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women — unable to cook yoiir medt, b^e 
yoyr bread, walhyour clothes, or even put 
then^ on — fuch a heiplefs creature is a child 
— ^I know whjat you are, you perceive. 

Mary fybmiFted j and in future,, after fee 
faid her prayers, remembered that ihe was 
tp encic^ayojjr to curb her temper. 



. G H A P. XIU. 

EmpUymenf. — Idlenefs produces JMS/ery. — ^' 
'The Cultivation of the Fancy raifes us 
above the Vulgar :i extends our Happinefsy 
and leads to Virtue. 

ONE afternoon, Mrs. Mafon gave the 
children k ve to >amufc themfclvcS I 
but a kind of liftlcfihefs hung over them,* 
and at a lofs what to do, they fcemed fa- 
tigued with doing nothing. They eat cakes 
though they had Juft dined, and did many 
foolifh things merely becaufe they were idle, 
Thck friend feeing that they were irrelb-; 
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lute, and^ could not fix on any cmploynnent, 
requeftcd Caroline to affift her to make 
iome clothes, that a poor woman wa^ in 
want of, and while we are -at Vork, (he 
a;ddcd, Mary will read us an entertaining 
tale, which I will point out. 

The tale ixiterefted the children^ who 
chjearfeUy attended, and after it was finifhed, 
Mrs.^MafoQ told them, that as fhe had 
fome letters to write, (he could not take her 
accuftomed w^lkj but that fhe would altow 
them to rcprefent her, and aft for once like 
women. They received their commiffion, 
it was to take the clothes to the poor wo- 
man,, whom they were intended forj learn 
her prefent wants; exercife their own judg- 
ment with refpeft to the immediate relief 
Ihe flood in need of,' and aft^ accordingly. 

They returned home delighted, eajger to 
tell what they had done, and how thankful 
and happy they had left the poor woman. 

Obferve now, faid Mrs. Mafon, the ad- : 
vantages arifing from employment j thr^c • 
hours ago you were uncomfortable, without 
being fcnfible of the caufe, and knew not 

what 
t 
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'What to 4o with yourfclvcs. Nay, yoti 
afftually committed a fin 5 for you devoured 
cakes without feeling hunger, merely to. 
kill tinoe, whilft many poor people have 
iipt the means of fatisfying their natural 
wants: When I defined you to read to me,, 
you were amufed j and now you have been 
ufeful you are delighted. Recoiled this in- 
future when you are at a lols what to do 
with yourlelves J and remember that idle- 
ndii muft always be intolerable, becaufc it. 
is only an irkfome confcioufneli of cxift- 
ence. 

Every gift of Heaven is lent to us for our 
improvement ; fancy is one of the firft of 
the inferior ones ; in cultivating jc, we ac- 
quire what is called tafte, or a relifli for 
particular employments, which occupy our 
leifure hotuMi^^and raife us above the vulgat. 
in our converfatio.^., Thofewho have not ^ 
any tafte talk always of thxL-^ ^^^ afiuirsor 
of their neighbours j every trivia^ -^^^j^^j.' 
that occurs within ^their knowledge they. 
canvafs and conjecture about;-— not fo much> 
out of ill-nature as idkncfs:. juft: as you eat 
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the cakes without the impulfe of hunger* 
fii the famfe ftyle people talk of eating and 

' d^eft, and long for their meals merely to 
<fivide the day, becaufe the iniermediatc 
tinie is not employed in a niore interefting 
manner. Every new branch of tafte that 
we cuTtivate affords, us a refuge from idlc- 
nefs, a fortrefs in which we may refift the 
affaults of vice ; and the more noble our - 
employments, the more exalted will pur 
minds become. ^ 

Mufic, drawing, works of ufefulnefs and 
faAcy, all amufe and refine the mind, 
ftiarpen the ingeiiuity, and form infcnfibly 
the dawning judgment. As thejudgmcnt 
gains ftrength, fo do the paflions alfoj wc 
have aftions to weigh, and need that taftc 
in conduft, that delicate fenfe of propri^'y> 
which gives grace to virtue- '^^^ higheft 
branch of folitarjr^^-«^^^n^<^nt is reading; 
but even u3t.*Ji«e^ffioice of books the fancy is 
Toyed } for in reading, the heart is 

'touched, till its feelings arc examined by 
the underftanding, and the ripenings of rea- 
fyn regulate the imagination. This is the 

work 
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work of years^ and the mod important of 
all employments. When life advances, if 
the heart has been capable of recdvi'ng ejurly 
impreffions, and the head of reaf^ining and 
retaining the conclulions which w^re drawii 
from them $ we have acquired a flock of 
knowledge^ a gold mine which we can o£« 
cafionally recur to^ independent jofoutwtrd 
circumftances. ■* 

The Supreme Being has every thing in 
himielf; we proceed from Him, and our 
knowledge and alFedions muft return to 
Him for employment fqited to thenw^ An4 
thoiewho moft refemble Him ought, >nett 
to Himi to be the objefts of our l9ve^ 
and the beings whom we ftiould tiy to af« 
ibciate with, that we may receive, an infe- 
rior degree of lap5fa£kion from their fociety* 
JBut be affured) our chief comfort mi^ ever 
.aciic from the mind's reviewing its owq 
operations— *and the whifpers of, an ,a|p- 
proving confcience, to convince us that life 
has not flipped away linemployed. 
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!; C H A p. XIV. 

%iment Amujefnents. — Befcription bfa Wd(h 
I Caftle.--Hiftofy of 'a PP^elJh Harper.-^ A 
' tyrdhnicat Landlord. — Family Pride. 

-AS it was now haTveft <ime, the new 
"* ^ fcene, and the fine weather delighted 
the children, who ran continually out to 
View the reapers. Indeed every thing 
fcenned to wear a face of feftivity^ and the 
iri jfe corn bent uiider its own we^ht^ or, 
inofe ereft, lhcw6d the koghing appear* 
firicc of plenty. . . 

* -Mrs. Malbn always allowing the gleaners 
to have a fufficrent quantity, a great num- 
•ber of poor came to gather a little harveft ; 
tind ftte waspleafed'to fee the feeble hari& 
t)f childhood and age coUeftin^ the feat*, 
l^jhdears. 

Honeft Jack came ynxh his feritily ; and 
when the labours^ of the day were Ovtr^ 
would play on a fiddle, that frequently had 
but three firings. But it ierved Co fet the 

feet 
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feet In motion; and the lads and iaffes dsin* 
cing on the green fod^ fufFered every care 
tofleep. 

An old Welfli harper generally came to 
the houfc about this time of the year, and 
<laid a month or more ; for Mrs. Mafon was 
particularly fond of this inftrument, and in* 
tcrefted m the fate of the player; as is al- 
moft always the cafey when we have refcucd 
a pcrfon out of any diftrefs. 

She informed the children, that bnec 
travelling through Wales; her carriage was 
overturned near the ruins of an old caftlc. 
And as {he had efcaped unhurt, fhc deter- 
mined to wandA* amongft them, whilft the 
driver took care of his hories, and her fcr* 
vant haftencd 'to the neighbouring village 
for affiftance. 

It vvas almoft- dark, and the lights began 
to twinkle in the fcattered cottages. The 
icene plcafed me, continued Mrs. Mafon; 
1 thought of the various cuftoms which the 
lapfe of time unfolds; and dwelt on the 
ftate of the Wclfli, when this caftl^ how 
fo defolate, was the hofpitablc al^ode of the 
^ • Fa ch}ef 
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chief of a noble family. Thefe reflexions, 
entirely . engrofied my mind^ when the 
found of a harp reached my cars. Never 
was any dimjg more opportune^ the national 
mufic feemed tp give reality to the pictures 
ivhich my imagination had been drawing. 
J liilened awhile^ and then trying to trace 
jthe pleafing founds difcovered, after a ihort 
fearch, a little hut, rudely built. The 
.vails of an old tower fupported part of the 
thatch, which fcarcely kept out the rain, 
and the two other fides were (tones cement^ 
jed, or rather plaiftered together, by muc) 
and day. 

I entered, and beheld an old man, fitting 
by a few k)ofe flicks, which blazed on the 
hearth i and a young woman, with one 
thild at her breaft, fucking, jstnd another 
on her knee : hear them flood a cow and 
Ker calf. The man had beeh playing on the 
harp^ he rofe when he faw me, and o^ered 
his chair, the only one in the room,/and 
fat down on a large chcft in the chimneys- 
comer. Whea the^door was fliut, all the 
light that was admitted came through the 

holq, 
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Role^ called a chimney, and did not mXKh 
en)iven the dwelling* I mentioned my ac- 
cident to account forpy intrufion, and re- 
quefted the harper again to touch the in- 
ftrument that had attrafted me. A par- 
tition of twigs and dried leaves divided this^ 
apartment from another^ m which I per- 
ceived a light : I enqliired about it,, and 
the woman, in an artkfs manner, informed 
mCy that Ibc liad let It to a young geMle* 
woman lately married, who was related to a 
very good family, and would not liodge any 
where, or with any body^ This intelli- 
gence made me fmile, to think that family 
pride ihould be a folace in fuch extrem»e 
poverty^ 

I fat there fome time, and then the bar^ 
per accompanied me to fee whether the 
carriage was repaired i I found it wait^g 
for me; and as the inn I was to fleepat was 
only about two miles further, the harper 
offered to come and play to nie whiUl I was 
eating my fupper. This was juft what 1 
. wilhed for j his appearance had roufed my 
companion as well as my curiofity, and I 
took hino and his harp in the chaife. 

F 3 . After 
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^ftcr fupper he informed .me, that he 
had once averjj.gpod farm; but he had 
been Co unfortunate a| to difpleafe the jnf- 
tlce, who never forgave him, nor refted till 
he had ruined htni. This tyrant always, 
expeded his tenants to affift him to b/ing in 
his harveft before they had got in their owri. 
The poor harper was once in the midft o£ 
-his; when^n order ^asfent to him to bring 
his carts and fcrvants, the next day, to the 
fields of this petty ki|ig^ He fooUflily re- 
fuiedi and this refufal was the foundation 
of that ftltiled hatred which produced fuch^ 
fatal confequences. Ah, Madam, faid the 
fufFerer, your heart would ache, if you 
heard of all his cruelties to me, and the reft 
of his poor tenants. He employs many 
kfeourers, and will not give them as muqh 
wages as they could get from^hc common 
farmers, yet they dare *nc^ go any-wherc 
clfc to work when he fends for them. The 
fifh that the/ catch they muft bring firft to 
him, or they would not be allowed to walk 
over his grounds to catch them; and he 
will give juft what he pleafes for the raoft 
valuable part of their pannier. 

But 
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But thcpc would be no end to my ftory 
were I to tell you of all his oppreffions. i 
was oblig^ to leave my firm j and my 
daughter, whom you ffw.ifils evening, hav-^ 
ing married an induftribus young man, :t 
came to live with them. Whcn-r-would 
you believf it? this fame man threw my 
fan into jail, on accotinr of his killing a 
hare, which all the couotry folks do when 
thj^y can catch tliem in their grouikls. . We^ 
wft|p again in great diftrefs, and my daugh- 
ter and I built thef'hut you faw in theAvaftej 
that the poor babes might have a flicker.- 
I maintain them by playing on the harps— 
the maftcr of this inn allows me to plaj ta 
^thc gentry who travel this way; fo that 
I pick up a few pence, juft cnovJ^h to keep 
life and foul together, and to enable me to 
fend a little bread to my poor fon John 
Thomas. 

Me then began one of the moft difmal 
of his Welfli ditties, and, in the rnidft of ic 
cried out — He is an upftafc, a mere mufli- 
rooin!— ^His grandfather was cow-boy to. 
mine ! — So I told him once, and he never 
forgot \u . . , . . ' 

/ F 4 The 
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The Old man then informed mc that the 
caftlc in which he now was flickered for* 
merly belonged to his family^— »foch arc the 
changes and chances' of this mortal life — 
faid he, and haftily ftruck up a lively tune. 

While he was fi^riking the firings, I 
thought too of the changes in life which an 
age had produced. The defcendant of thofe 
who \x;xA made the hall ring wirh focial 
mirth now rpourned in its ruins, and hung 
his harp on the mouldering battlements. 
Such is the fate of buildings and of fatni« 
lies ! 

After I had difmiflVd my gueft, I fcnt 
^or the landlord, to make fomc farther en- 
quiries, and found that I had not been de- 
ceived ; I then determined to aflift him, 
and thought my accident providential. I 
knew a man of confequence in the neigh- 
bourhood ; I vifited him, and exerted my- 
&lf to procure the enlargement of the young 
man. I fuccceded ; and not only reftored 
him to his family, but prevailed on my 
Friend to let him rent a fmall farm on his 
eftatc, and I gave him money to buy ftock 
(or ity' and the implements of huibandry. 

The ' 
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The old harper's gratitude w&s unbound* 
ed; the fgmmer after he walked to vidt 
me; and ever fince he has contrived to 
corhe every year to enliven our harveft* 
home. This evening It is to be celebrated. 

The evening came; the joyous party 
footed it away merrily^ and the found df 
their fhoes was heard on the barn- floor. It 
was not the light fantailic toe^ that falhioi» 
taught to move>.but honeft heart-fek mirth^, 
and the loud laugh^ if it fpoke the vacant: 
headj (aid audibly that the heart was guile^^ 
lc(s. 

Mrs. Mafbn always gave them (bme ttff 
fling prefents at this time> to render the 
approach, of winter more comfortable. To^ 
the men> flic generally preiented warno 
clothings and to the women flax and wor^ 
fled for knitting, and fpinningf and thofe 
wha were the mofl: induftrlouft^ received a. 
reward when the new year commenced*; 
The children had books given to them, and 
little ornaments««-*AU were anxious for the 
day; and received their old acqu^intar^Cy 
the harperj, with the mofl cordia^ fmiles.. 
F s CHAR. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 

\ 



^ io6 y 

CHAP. XV, 

Pr^er.—A Moon-light Scene-tr-Reftgnat'ton. 

I « 

THE harper would frequently fit ujider 
a larger elm, a few paces from the 
houfe, and play fome of the moft plaintive 
Welfh tunes. While the people were eat- 
ing their fupper, Mrs. Mafon defifed him 
to pUy her feme favourite aifS; and (he 
and, the children walked round the tree 
under which he fat, on the ftump of an- 
other. 

The moon rofe in clomdlefs majefty, and 
a number of ftars twinkled near he?:; Tljb 
foftened landfcape infpired tranquillity, 
while the ftrain of ruftic melody gave a* 
pkafing melancholy to the whole, and 
made the tear ftart, whole fource could 
fcarcely be traced. The pleaftire the fight 
of harmlefs mirth gave rife to in Mrs. Ma- 
fbn*s l^ofom roufed every tender feeling, and 
fct in motion her fpirits. She laughed with 
the^or Yi'hom (he had made happy, arid 

wept 
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weptt when ftie rcccJIcftcd her own forrows ; 
the ilbfions of youth — the gay expedationd 
that had formerly clipped die wings of time. 
She turned to the girls—I have been very 
iinfoftunatc, my young frierids; but .my 
griefs are now of a placid' kind. Heavy 
misfortunes have obfcured the fun Igazeii, 
at when firft I enured lift 3 early act^ch-^' 
mcnts have been broken ; the de4th. of 
friends 1 loved has fo clouded n\y days; 
that^ neither the be^ms of prpfperity, nop 
even thofe of b^nevolepce, can diffipate tho 
gloom ; but. I am not loft in a thick fog, 
My ftate of mind rather refembles the fpene 
before you, it is quiet: I am weaned fro.n;i 
the world, but not di%ufted -, for I can flift 
do good, and in futurity .a fun wiU rife to 
f hear my heart. Beyond the night of deathji 
I hail the dawn of an eternal day. I I mc% " 
tion my ftate of mind t6 you, that 1 may 
tell you what fupports me. 

The feftivity within^ and the placidity: 
without, led my tbpughts naturally to the 
fource from whence my comfort Ipringi-rr 
t^ the Great Bcftower of e;i^ery blcflu^g^ 
i F 6 . Prayer, 
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Prayer, my children, is the deareft priri- 
kge of man, and the fupport of a feeling 
heart. Mine has too often been wounded 
by ingratitude I my fellow-creatures, whom 
I have fondly loved, have negledted me— 
I have heard tbeii; laft figh^ and thrown iny 
eyes round an empty world ^ but then more 
particularly feeling the prefence of my Cre- 
ator, I poured out my foul before him^ and 
was no longer alone t . I now daily con«» 
template His wonderful goodneis; and, 
though at an^ftwful diftance, try to imitate 
Him, This view of things is a fpur ta 
aftivity, a^ a confolatioi\ in difappoint* 
ment* 

There is in fa^ a conftant intercouHe 
kept up with the Creator, when we learn 
to confider Him as the fountain of truth, 
which our underftanding natimdiy thirds 
after. But His Goodnefi brings (iini ftiU 
more on a level with our bounded capaci»» 
ties, for we trace it in every work of mercy, 
and feel, in (brrow particularly, ^is fa« 
therly care. Every blefling is doubled 
when we fuppofe it comes fixMn Him, and 

afili£lion& 
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tflidtions almoft lofe their name when we 
believe they are fcot co correft^ not crulb 
us. Whilft we are alive to gratitude and 
admiration^ we muft adore God. 

Th^ human foul is fo framed^ that good* 
nefi and truth muft (OX k with inefiable 
pleafure, and the nearer it approaches to 
perfeftion^ the more eanieftly will it purfue 
thole irirtuesj difceming more clearly their 
beauty." 

The Sii^reme Being dwells in the unt^ 
verfe. He is as e0entially prefent to the 
wicked as to the good; but the latter de* 
Kghc in His preience> and try to plealc 
Him> whilft the former Ihrink from a 
Judge^ who is of too pure a nature to be« 
hold iniquity. The wicked wiftx for the 
rocks to cover them> mountains, or the 
angry lea» which we the other day furvejed^^ 
to hide them from the prefence of that Be^ 
ingi in whole prelence only they could find 
joy. You feel emotions that incite you to 
^6 good t and painful^ ones difturb you^ 
when you have refiftedthe faithful internal 
moaitor, The wifer^ aod the better you 

growj^ 



Digitized-byVjOOQlC 



C ^,10 ) • 

gro#, the ttiore vifible, if I may ufe the 
cxprcffion, will God become : for wiiJiom 
confifts in (earching Him out, and good- 
nefs in endtavojiring to copyvhis attributes. 

To attain any thing great, ,a model muft 
beheHup to exerCife our underftanding, 
and engage our affe^ions. A view of the 
difintcrdled goodnefe of God i% therefore 
calculated to touch ts more than can be 
conceived by a depraved mind. When the 
*love of God 16 (hed abroad in ouf hejirts, 
true courage will animate our condud; for 
nothing can hurl thofe who truft in Him* 
If the dcfirc of ading right is ever prefcnt 
with us, if admiration of goodnefs fills our 
fouls, we mky be faid tcF pray conftantly. 
And if we try to do juftice toall our fellow- 
creatures, and even to the brute creation, 
and affift them as fer as we can, wc prove 
whofe fervants we are, and whofc laws w« 
tranfcribe in our lives. 

Never be very anxious, when you pray, 

what words to ufc ; reguiatte y<5ur tboughn 9 

and recoiled that virtue calms the paffions, 

givea clearnefs to the uaderftanding, and 

3 opens 
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opens it to pl^&fures that the ' ihdughttefi 
and vicious have not a gUnnpfe of. Yoti 
iriuft, believe me, be acq\iai«t6<l with God 
to find peace, to rife fuperior Ho worldly 
temptations. Habitual devotion is of the 
utmoft conlequence to our happinefs, as 
what ofientft occupies the thoughts wfll in- 
fluence our* actions. But dbferve what I 
&yi^ihat dtrotiori h mockery and feJfifli*./ 
nefs, which does not improve our moral 
charafter. 

Men, of old, prayed to the devil, facri- 
ficed their children to him 5 and comncitted 
every kind of bar bar^ty ^and impurity. But 
we who ferve a l(^-fafFering God fliquld 
pity th^ w.eaknefs of our fellow- creatures ; 
we muft not beg for mercy and not fhew 
it ; we muft npt acknowledge that we have 
offended, without trying t^^void doing fo 
in future^ We ^re to. deai^kh our fenow- 
creatyrcs as we expeft to be^dcalt witli. 
This is pradical prayer !~Thofc who prac- 
tife it fed frequently fublime pkafures, and 
lively hopes animate them in this vale of 
tears 5 that feem a foretafte of the felicitj^ 

they 
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they will enjoy i when the tinderftanding i^ 
more enhghtened> and the affedions pro* 
pcrly regulated. To-morrow I will take 
- you to vifit the (chool-miflrefs of the vil- 
hge» and relate her ftory^ to enforce what 
1 have been faying^ 

Now yoit may go and (knee one or two 
dances^ and I wilt join you after I have 
taken a walk, which I wifli to enjoy aIone«. 



C H A F. XVL 

Tie Benefits ari[tng from Dewttm.^TBe 
Hifiary of the Village Schoohmifirefs^^-^ 
Fatal EffeSs of Inattention to Expences^ 
in tbeHiftory of'Mr. tofty. 

TH E nexjr mornkig Mrs. M a(ba de« 
fired the children to get their work, 
«nd draw near ihe table whilft flie related 
the promifed hiftory ; and in the afternoon^ 
if the weather be fine, |hey were to vi0c 
the village fchooUmiftrels. 

Her 
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Her father, the honourable Mr* Lofty, 
was the youngeft fbn of a 'noble family i 
his education bad been liberal, though his 
fortune was fmalK His relations, how* 
ever, feemed determined, to pufh hirn for- 
ward in life, before he diibbliged them by 
marrying the daughter of a country clergy* 
man, an accomptilhed, fenfiblq woman. 

Some time after the birth of his daughter 
Anna, his elder brother, the Earl of Cacr- 
marthen, was reconciled to him; but this 
reconciliation only led him into expences, 
which his limited ^lortune could not bean 
Mr. Lofty had a high £nle of honour, and 
rather a profufc turn ; he was befide a vtry 
humane man, and' gave away .much more 
than he could afford to give, when his com- 
pafnon, was excited. He never did a mean 
adioB ; but fometimes an dft£ntatious pride 
tacnifhed the luftre of very fplendid ones> 
and made them appear to judicious eyet 
more like tinfel than gold. I will account 
for it. His firft jmpulfe arofe from fend- 
biiity, and the fecond from an immoderate 
defire of human applaufe ; for be^ feemed 

-not 
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not to be alive to devotional fcdihgi, or to 
have that rock to .reft dn> which will fup* 
port a Frail being, ^nd give true dignity to 
a charader^ though all narure combined to 
crufli it* 

Mrs. Lofty was not a (hining charaifler— 
but I will read you a part of a letter, which 
her daughter, the lady we arc to vifit, 
wrote to me. 

" This being the annivcrfary of the day 
'* on which an ever loved, and much re- 
•* vered parent was releafed from the bond- 
** age of mortality, Jppbferve it with par«- 
*' ticular ferioufneis,* and with gratitude j 
•* for her forrows were great, her trials fc- 
** vere— but her condu61: was blamekfs ; 
*^ yeti the world admired her not j her 
** filcnt^ modcft virtues, were* not fornied 
** to attraft tM notice of the injudicious 
•* crowd, and her uadcrftanding was not 
*' brilliant enough to excite admiration, 
.*f But (he was regardlefs of the opinion of 
*' the world j ihe fought her reward in the 
**" fource from whence her virtue was de- 
*^ rived— ^'ftnd (he found it. He who, for 

, - " wife 
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*« wife aftd wercifd purpofes, fufFered i^er 
«^ to be afflidted^ fopportcd her under her 
•* trials; thereby calling forth the cjKrcife 
** of thofe virtues with which He had 
** horned her gentle foul j and imparting 
** to her a degree of heart- felt comfort, 
** which no eajthly bleffing could aiFord/' , 
This amiabk parent died when Anna was 
pear eighteen, and left her ijo the care of 
her fadier, whofe high fpirit Ihe had im- 
l>ibed. However, the religious principles 
which her mother had inflall&d regulated hef' 
notions of honour, and fo elevated her<:haT» • 
raftei', that her heart was regulated by her 
underftanding. 
. . Her &ther, who had inienfihly involved 
himielf in debt after her mother's death, 
tried many different fchemes of life, aU of 
which at firft woxc a promifing afpe<3:i but 
4 wanting' that fupplencfs of.tempei!, .Aaf 
enables people to rife in the wprW, his 
firuggles, infbead of extricating, funk hm 
ftill deeper. Wanting alfo the fupport of 
religion, he became four, eafily irritated, 
and almoft hated a woiid whofe applauie be 
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had, once eagerly courted,. Hfe affairs were 
at laft in fuch a dcfperatc ftate; that he was 
obliged, rcludantly, to accept of an invi- 
tation froni his brother, who with his wife, 
a wea^ fine lady, intended to fpend fonnc 
time on the continent ; his daughter was^ 
of courfe, to be of the party. 

The reftraint of obligations did not fuit 
his temper, and feeling himfelf dependent^ 
he imagined everyone meant to infult him* 

Some farcafms were thrown out one dajj 
by a gentleman^ in a large company; thef 
were not perfonal, yet he took. fire. His 
(ore mind was eafily hurt, he relented ^emr 
and heated by wine, they both iaij;^ more 
than their cool reaibn would have fu^^fted* 
Mr. Lofty imagined his honour was v^und*. 
ed, and the next morning fent him 7i chal- 
lenge. They met— and he killed his antago- 
nift, who, dying, pardoned him, and declared 
that the fentiments whicK had given him lb 
much offence fell from him by accident^ 
and i^ere not levelled at any p^rfbn. 

The dying man lamented, that the thread 
9i a thooghtlefs life had beea lb fuddenly 

fnappcd 
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fnapped-^the name of his wife and* children 
he could -not articulate, when fomething 
like a prayer for them efcaped his livid lips, 
and (hook his exhaufted frame — The blood 
flowed in a copious ftrcam-^ vainly <lid Mr. 
JLofty endeavour to (launch it — the heart 
lofl: its vital nouri(hment> and the foul eil 
caped as he preffc^d the hand of his deftroyer, 
yfho, Vfhcn he found him breathlefs, ran 
home« and rufhed in a hurry into his own 
chamber.- The dead man's image haunted 
his imagination — be ftarted — imagined that 
he was at his elbow, and Ihook the hand 
that had received the dying graip ; yet ftill 
, it was prefled, and the preflbre entered into 
Jbis very tbuU On the table lay two piftols^ 
he caught up one — and ihot himfclf* The 
report alarmed-the family : the fervants and 
his daughter, for his toother was not at 
home, broke open the door, and (he &w 
the dreadful fight ! As there was ftill fome 
appearance of life, a trembling ray, Ihe 
Supported the body, and (ent for aififtance : 
but he ibon died in her arms without fpeak* 
ing, before the fervant returned with a fur- 
gectfu 

HoiMr 
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Horror fcized her; another piftol lay 
charged on the table j flic caught it up, but 
religion held her hand j fbe knelt down by 
a dead father, and prayed to' a fuperior one. 
Her mind grew calmer, yet ftill (he paf- 
fionately wiflied fhe had but heard hinfi 
Ipeak, or that flie had conveyed comfort to 
his departing fpirit~whcrc, where would 
it find comfort? again flie was obliged to 
haye recourfo to prayer. 

After the death of her father, her aunt 
treated her as if flic were a mere dependent 
on her bounty; and.expefted her to be^n 
humble companion in every fenfe of tht 
word. The vifitors toOk the tone from 
iier la4yfliip, and numberlcfs were, the mor- 
tifications ftie had to bear. 

The entrance of a perfon about bufineft 
interrupted the narration ; but Mrs. Mafon 
^romifcd to refume it after dinner. 



I. 
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CsH A P. XVII. 

^e'Benifits arijtngfrom Devotion — The Uif* 
' ' tory of the Fillage Scbool-mifire/s concluded. 

AS foon as the cloth was removed, Mrs, 
Mafon concluded the narration ; and 
the girls forgot their fruit whilft they were 
iiftening to die fequcl. 
' Anna endured this trcatmcnc Tome years, 
and had jjn opportunity of acquiring a know«> 
ledge of the world and her own heart. She 
>rifited her mother s- father, and would have, 
temaiticd With hitn j but (he determined not 
to fcflen the firiall ^pittance which, he had 
anxioufly fayed out of a ftanty income fo^ 
two other grand-children. She thought 
..-continirafiy x)f her fitu^ion, and found, vn 
•examining her underftanding, that the la- 
Ihiottable circle in which flie moved could 
• Hot at any rate have afforded her much faJ- 
' tisfeflion, or evcnamufemcntj though the 
negleft and contempt that fhc met with, 
f endercd her very Uncomfortable. She had 

her 
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her father's (pmt of independence, and de- 
ternnincd to (hake off the galling yoke 
which {he had long ftruggled with, and try* 
to earn her own fubfiilence. Her acquaint-* 
ance expoilulated ^ich her, and reprefented 
the mifcries of poverty,^^ and the mortifica- 
tions and difficulties that ihe would have to 
encounter. Let it be fo, fhe replied, it is 
much preferable to fwelling the train of the 
proud or vicious great, and delpiltng my- 
lelf for bear'mg their impertinence, for eat* 
ing their bitter bread; better, indeed, is a 
dinner of herbs with contentment. My 
wants are few. Whe» I am my own mit 
trefs, the crufl: I earn will be fweet, and 
the water that moiftens it will not be min^* 
.gied with tears of forrow or indignation. 

To Ihortcn my ftory; Ihc came to m^ 
afier Ihe had attempted (everal plans, and 
requefted my advice. She would not ac* 
cept of any confiderable favour, and de- 
clared that the greateft would be, to put 
her in a way of fupporting herfclf, without 
forfeiting her highly valued independence. 
I ^w not what to advife i but whilft )l 

was 
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was debating tho matter with myfelf, I 
happened to mention that we were in want 
of a fchool-miftrefs. She eagerly adopted 
the plan, and perfcvering in it thcfc laft ten 
years, I find her a moft valuable acquifition 
to our fociety. 

She was formed to ihine in the moft 
brilliant circle-^— yet ftie relinquiihed it, and 
patiently labours to improve the children 
configned to her management, and tran- 
quillis^e her own mind« ; She fucceeds in 
both. 

She lives indeed alone, and has. all day 
only the fociety of children i yet fhe enjoys 
many true pleafures j dependence on God 
" is her fupport, and devotion her comfort. 
Her lively affefligns are therefore changed 
into a lovft of virtue and truth : and thefe 
exalted fpeculations have given an uncom- 
nion dignity to her manners 5 for fhe feems 
above the world, and its trifling commo- 
tions. At her meals, gratitude to Heaven 
fupplies the place of fociety. She has a 
tender, focial heart, and, as fhe tannot 
fweeten her folitary draught, by ca^prefTing 
G her 
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Siergood wifhes to her fellow creatures, aa 
^ejaculation to Heaven for the welfare Qf her 
friends is the fiibftit-ute. This circunnftancc 
i heard her mention to her grandfather, 
ivho fometinties vifits her. , 

I will now niake fome alteration in my 
drefs, 'for when I vifit thofe who have -been 
reduced from their original place in fociety 
by misfortunes, I always attend a Kttle to 
ceremony j left too much familiarity Jhould 
appear like difreipedt . - , 



C H A P. XVIIL 

yiftl to the Scbool-mijirefs — True and fatfe 
Pride. <C ' 

THEIR drefs was foon ac^uftcd, and 
the girls plucked flowers -to room 
themfelves, and a nofegay to prefent to the 
, Tchool-miftrefs, whofe garden was but fmall. 
They met the children juft rcleafed from 
^confinement 5 the fwarm canoe humming 
. ' round 
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round NJrs. Mafon, endeavouring to catch 
her eye, and obtain the notice they were fp 
proud of. The girls made their beft curt-- 
lies, ^bluftiingj and the boys hung down 
their heads, and kicked up the duft, in 
fcraping a bow of refpeft. 

They found their miftrefs preparing to 
drink tea, to refrelh herfelf after ,the toils 
of the day ; and, with the eafe peculiar to 
well- bred people, (he quickly enabled them 
to partake of ir, by giving the tea-^ard a 
mpre fociable appearance. 

The harveft-home was foon the fubjcft 
of converfation, and the harper was men- 
. tioned. The family pride of the Wei Qi, , 
faid Anna, has often diverted mej I liavc 
frequently heard the inhabitants of a little • 
hut, that could fcarccly be diftinguiflied 
from the pig-fly, which flood in tKe front 
of it, boaft of their anceftors and defpifc 
trade. They have informed me, that, one 
branch of their family built the middle aifle 
of the church j that anothier beautified \he^ 
chancel, and gave the ten commandments, 
which blaze there in letters of gold. Some 
* G 2 rejoice 
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rejoice that their forefathers fleep in the 
moft conipicuous tombs^ and that their 
^ihes have an infcription to point out where 
they arc returning to their mother earth. 
And'thofe graves, which only a little done 
at the head gives confequence to^ are adorn^ 
ed ever y Sunday with flowers or ever-greens. 
We perceive, in all the various cuftoms of 
men, a defire to live in the pafl: and in the 
future, if I may beallowed the expreflion* 

MHs. Mafon then obferved, that of all 
the fptcies of pride which carry a man out 
of himfclf, family pride was the moft bene- 
ficial to fociety. Pride of wealth produces 
vanity and oftentatioa ; but that of blood 
fcems to infpire high notions of honour, 
and to banilh meannefs. Yet it is produc- 
tive of many ill confequenccs, the moft ob- 
vious is, that it renders individuals re(pe6l:« 
able to the generality, whofe merit is only 
refie£led : and Ibmetimes the want of this 
accidenul advantage throws the moft (hi- 
hing pedbnal virtues and abilities into ob« 
Icurity. In weak minds this pride degene- 
rates into the moft defpicable folly ; and the 

wife 
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wife will not condcfcend to accept of fame 
at fccond-hand, replied Anna, We ought 
to be proud of our original, but we fhould 
trace it to our Heavenly Father, who 
breathed into us the breath of life.— We 
arc his children when we try to refcmble 
Him, when we are convinced that truth 
and goodnefs muft conftitute^ the very ef- 
fencc of the foul; and that the purfoic of 
them will produce happinefs, when the vain 
diftihctions of mortals will fade away, and 
their^ pompous efcutcheons moulder with 
mor>6 ^ulerar duft! But remember, my 
young friends, virtue is immortals and 
goodnefs arjfcs from a quick perception of 
truth, and aftions conformable to the con'>« 
viftion. 

Different fubjefts beguiled the time, till 
the clofing evening admoniflied thenf^ to re-. 
turn home; and they departed rciudlantly, 
filled with relpeft. 
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C H A P.- XIX. 

Vbarity.-^Tbe Hijiory of Peggy and her Fa^ 
mily.-r-'The Sailors tVidow. 

I WAVE often remarked to yon, ;faid? 
Mrs. Mafon orie morniflg to her pupils>< 
that we are all <lepcndent on each otiier j. 
and this dependence is wifely ordered by 
our Heavenly Father, to call forth niany 
virtues, to exercife the bed afFedions of the 
•hiOTaa hcarr, and fix thenn into habits^ 
While we impart pleafnre we receive it, 
^d feel. the grandeur of our immortal foul, 
, as it is Gonftantly ftruggling ;i fprtad ^ktfelf? 
into futurity. .v • . 

. Perhaps th^ greateft pleasure I hdiv^'^Ver 
received has arifen frc^m the habitual exer-- 
•cFfe of charity^ in its-verious branches : th^ 
view.of a diftrefled objeft has made me now^ 
think of conVcrfing about one branch of it> 
that of giving ^Ims, 

You know Peggy, the young girl whom 

I wiQi to have mofl; about my perfon; X 

t*i . . ' x^. . mean^ 
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ffitaJi, 1 wifh it for .her own fake, that' ^ 
may have an opportunity of improving her 
mind, arid cultivating a good capacity. As 
to attendance, 1 never give much troul)le 
to any fellow-creature ^ for I choofe tp be 
independent of caprice and ariificial wantSy^ 
unlefe indeed when I am fickj then, I 
thankfully receive the affiftance I would 
willingly give to othei-s in the fame fitua- 
tion. I believe I have not in the world a 
more faithful friend than Peggy j and her 
earaeft defire to pleafe me gratifies jny be- 
nevolence, for I always obferve witlv de- 
light the workings of a grateful heai t. 

I loft a darling child, faid Mrs. Mafon, • 
fmothening.a figh, in the de'pth of winter; 
death' had before deprived me of her father^ 
and when' I loft my cbild; A\^ died lagain. . 
. ' The wincery profpe<3s fuitrng the temper^ 
of my foul, I have fat look lag at a wide 
wafte of tr^cklefs fnow for hours : and the 
heavy, fullen fog, that the feeble rays of the 
fun could not pierce, gave me back an 
image of my mind. I was ' unhappy, and 
the fight of dead nature accorded with my 
feelings— for all was dead to me. 

G 4 . As 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( ia« ) 

As the fnow began to melt, I took a 
walk, and obierved the birds hopping about 
with drooping wings, or mute on the leaf* 
lefs boughs. The mountain, whofe fides 
had loft the fnow, looked black j yet ftili 
Ibme remained on the fummit, and formed 
a contraft to dlverfify the dreary profped. 

I walked thoughtfully along, when the 
appearance of a poor man, who did not 
beg, ftruck me very forcibly. His fhiver- 
ing limbs were fcarcely fheltered from the 
cold by the tattered garments thzt covered 
him j and he had a iharp, famifhed look* 
I ftretchcd out my hand with fomc rplief in 
3t— I would not enquire into the particulars 
of fgch obvious diftreis. The poor wretch 
caught my hand, and haftily dropping on 
his knees, thanked me in an extacy, as if 
h^ had almoft loft fight of hope, and was 
overcome by <hc fudden relief. His atti- 
tude, for I cannc>t1>ear to fee a fellow-crea- 
ture kneel, and eager thanks, oppreflcd my 
weak fpirits, fo that I could not for a mo- 
ment afk him any more queftions j but as 
foon as I recoUeftcd myfelf, I learned from 

him 
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him the misfortunes that had reduced 
to fuch extrerne diftrefs, and he *.i.,wvuj 
that I could not cafily guefs the good 1 had 
done. I imagined from this hint that be 
was meditating his o,wn deftruftion when I" 
faw him, to Ipare himfelf the mifery of fee-, 
ing his infant perilh—ftaryed to death,- in 
every fenfe of the word. 

I will now haften to the fequel of* the 
account. His wife had lately had a child, 
(he was very ill at, the time, and want of 
proper food, and a defence againft the in- 
clerhency of the weather, hurried her out 
of the world. The poor child, Pe^y,^h'ad 
fucked in difeafe and nouriftiment together, 
and now even that wretched fource had 
failed — the bread was cold that had afford- 
ed the fcanty fupport j and the little inno- 
cent fmiled unconfcipus of its mifery* I 
fent for her, added Mrs. Mafon, and her 
father dying a few years after, fhe kas ever 
been a favourite charge of mirte, and nurfing 
of her, in fome meafure, difpellefl the 
gloom in which I had been almoflr loft^ 

iht 
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Ah I my children, you know not hoWftianf 
*' hovfelefs heads bide the pitilefs ftorm T' 

I received foon after a leflbn of reflgna^ 
tion from a poor woman, who was a prac- 
tical philofopher. 

She had loft her hufband, a failoF, and 
loft his wageis alfo, as ihc could not prove 
his death.- She cam?t to me to'^beg Ibme 
pieces of (ilk, to make fome pin-cu(hions 
for the boarders of a neighbouring fchooL 
Her lower weeds were patched with different 
coloured ragsj but they fpoke not variety 
of wretchednefs j on the contrary, they 
fliewcd a mind fo content, that want, and 
bodily pain, did not prevent her thinking 
of the opinion of cafual obfervers. This 
lyoman loft a hufband and a child fuddenly, 
and her , daily bread was precarious. — I 
cheered the widow's heart, and my own was 
not quite folitary. 

But I am growing mdancholy, whilft I 

am only dcfirous of pointing out to you 

liow very beneficial charity is ; becaufe it 

enables us to find comfort when all our 

worldly comforts arc blighted: befides^ 

when 
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when our bowels yearn to our fellow-crea- 
tur^s, we feel that the love of God dwelleth 
in US-rand then we cannot always go on 
our way forrowiitg. 



' CHAP. XX. . ^ 

yifu to Mrs. Trueman.-^The Ufe of AccotH" 
plijhments. — Virtue the Soul of alL 

1^ the afternoon they vificed Mrs. True- 
. man unexpeAedly, and found'her fitting 
in the garden playing to her children, who 
danced on the green fod. She approaclied 
to receive them, and laid afide her guitar ; 
but, after fome converfation, Mrs. Mafon 
defired ^ her to take it up again, and the 
girls joined in the requeft. While ,lhe was 
finging Mary whilpered Mrs. Mafon, that 
fhe would give the vyctld to be able to fing 
as well. • The whifper was not fo lowbut 
a part of it reached Mrs. Trueman's ears, 
who faid to her, fmiling, My young friend, 
G 6 you 
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you value accomplifliments much too 
highly — rhby may give grace to virtue, but 
are nothing without fblid worth. Indeed, 
I may fay more, for any thing like perfec- 
tion in the arts cannot be attained, where a 
relifli, nay a delight in what is true and 
noble is wanting. ^ fuperficial obferver 
may be pleafed with a pifture in which fine 
colours predominate; and quick move- 
mentg in mufic may tickle the ear, though 
tTiey never reach *the heart : but it is the 
. fimplc drain which afFcdlion animates, that 
we liften to with inrcreft and delight, Mr, 
Trueman has a tafte for the fine arts 5 and 
I wilh in every thing to be his companion. 
His converfation has improved my judg- 
ment, and the aSeftion an intimate know- 
ledge of his virtues has infpired, increafcs 
the love which 1 feel for .the whole human 
race. He lives retired from the world; to 
amufe him after the bufmefs of the day 
is over, and my babes afleep, I fing to 
him. A .defire to pleafe, and the plcafure 
I read in his eyes, give to my mufic energy 
and tcnderxiefs. When he is ruffled by 

worldly 
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worldly cares, I try to fmooth his wrinkled 
brow, and think mine a voice of melody, 
when it has had that efFeft. 

Very true, replied Mrs; Mafon, accom* 
plifhmencs Ibould be cultivated to render 
us pleafing to odr domeftic friends r virtue 
is neceflary j it muft ever be the foundation 
of our peace and ufcfulnefsi but when we 
are capable of afFcftion, we wi(h to have 
fomething peculiar to ourfelves. We ftudy 
the tafte of our friends, and endeavour to 
conform to it; but, in doing fo, we ought 
rather to improve our own abilities th^n 
fervilely to copy theirs. Obferve, my dear 
- girls, Mrs. Trucman*s diftinftion, her ac- 
.compUQiments arc for her friends, her vir- 
tues for the world in general. 

I ihould' think myfelf vain, and my foul 
Httle, anfwered Mrs, Trueman, if the ap. 
plaufe of the whole world, on the fcore of 
abilities, which did not add any real luftre 
to my charadcr, could afford me matter of 
exultation. The approbation of my own 
heart, the humble hope of pleafing the Molt 
High, elevates my foul i and I feel, tlwt in 

a future 
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k future ftatc, I> may enjoy an unspeakable 
degree of happinefs, though I now only 
experience a faint foretafte^ Next to thefc 
fublimc emiotions, which I cannot defcribe, 
and the joy refuhing from doing good^ I 
am happy when I can amufc thofe I love ; 
it is not then vanity, but tendernefs, that 
fpurs me on, and my fongs, my drawings^ 
my evdry aftion, has (bmethirig of my heart 
in it. When I Can add to the innocent en- 
joyments of my children, and improve them 
at the fame time, are not my accomplifh- 
mcnts of ufe? In the fame ftyle, when I 
vary the pleafurcs of my-fire-fide, I make my 
hufband forget that it is a lonely one i and 
he returns to look for elegance at home, ele- 
gance that he himfelf gave the polilh to ; 
and which is only afFefted, when it does 
not flow from virtuous aflfeftions. 

I beg your pardon, I expatiate too long 
on 'my favorite topic 5 my defire to re6f ify 
your notions muft plead my excufe. 

Mr. Trueman now joined them, and 

brought with him fome. of his fineft fruit.. 

After tea Mrs. Trueman (hewed them fome 

1 of 
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of her drawings ; and, to comply with their 
repeated requcft,- played on the harpfichordy 
and Mr. Trueman took his violin to ac- 
company her. Then the chiWrcn were in- 
' dulged with a dance^ and each had hep fa- 
vourite tune played in turn. 

As they returned home, the girls were 
eagerly lavifliing pralfes on Mrs» Trueman; 
and Mary faid, J cannot tell why, but I 
feel fo glad when ihe takes notice of me. 
I never faw any one look fo good-natured, 
cried Caroline. Mrs. Mafon«}oined' in the 
converfation. You juftly remarked that (he 
is good-natured; you remember her hiftory; 
file loves truth, and ftie ' is ever exercifing 
benevolence and love. From the infetfl, 
that fhe avoids treading on, her aflfeftion ^ 
may be traced to^hat Being who lives for 
ever. And it is from her goOdnefe her 
agreeable qualitiesTpring. 
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CHAP. XXL 

The Benefit of bodily Pain. — Fortitude the 
Bajis of Virtue. — The Folly of Irrefolution. 

THE children Had, been playing in the 
garden for fortie time, whilft Mrs. 
Mafbn was reading alone. But Ihc'wa^ 
fuddenly alarmed by the cries of Caroline, 
who ran into the room in great diftrefs. 
Mary quickly followed, and explaining the 
matter faid, that her filler had accidentally 
difturbed fo'me wafps, who were terrified, 
and. of courfe ftung her. Remedies were 
applied to aflbage the pain ; yet all the time 
flie uttered the loudcft and moft filly com- 
plaints, regardltfs of the uneafinefs Ihe gave 
thofe who were exerting themfelves to re- 
lieve her. 

In a ftiort time the fmart abated, and 
then her friend thus ^ddrefled her, with 
more than ufual gravity. I am lorry to fee 
a girl of your age weep on account of bodily 
pain I it i$ a proof of a weak mind, a proof 

that 
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4hat you cannot employ yourfclf about 
things of coofequence. How often muft I 
^ tell you, chat the Moft High is educating 
us for eternity ? 

'* The term virtue comes from a word 
** fignifying ftrength. Fortitude of mind 
" is, therefore, the bafis of every virtue, 
^* and virtue belongs to a being, that is 
'* weak in its nature, and ftrong only in^ 
** will and refolution." . 

Children early feel bodily pain, to ha* 
bituate them to bear the dlnfii£ts of the foul^ 
when they become reaionable creatures* 
This, I fay, is the firft tcial, and I like to 
fee that proper pride which ftrives to con* 
ceal its fufierings. Thofe who, when 
young, weep if the leaQ: trifle annoys them^ 
will never, I fear, have fufficienc ftrength 
of mind to encounter all the mileries thaC 
can afflifb the body, rather than ad: meanly 
to avoid them. Indeed, this feems to be 
the eifential difference between a great and 
a little mind: the former knows how to 
endure--whilft the latter fuffers an irnmor** 
tal Ibul to be deprelfed^ loft in )ts abodes 

fuffers 
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foSen the irtfCOnvcnienccs which attack tlie 
one to overwhelm thij other. The foui 
teodld always fupi)ort the body, if its fur 
periority was felt, and invigorated by cxer- 
cife; The Almightyy who never afflifts 
but to prpduce fome gdjod chd, firft fendi 
difeafeis to children to teach thevii patience 
and fortitude; and when by degrees they 
hzv^ -learned to bear them, they have ac- 
quired fome virtue. 

In 'the fame manijer, edd ^r hunger, 
wbenh accidentally encounterci^; are not 
c^te '5 they make us feel what wretches feely 
and tea^h'us to be tender-hearted. Many 
of youip fellow-creatures daily bear what you 
canftot for a moment endure ^j^ithout com* 
plaint. Befides, another advantage arifes 
from it J after you have felt hunger; you 
will not be very anxious to choofe the par- 
ticular kind of food that is to fetisfy it. 
You will then be freed from a frivolous 
fearfe. 

When it is neccflary to xskt a naufeoui 
draught,' fwallow it at once, and do not 
make others fick wliilQ: you are bb^ting; 

thougb- 
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though ym knoyir that: you Qugbt to tjake k^ 
If a tooth is to be drawn, or aay other dii^ 
agreeable operation to be perforaied> deter- 
mine rcfolutely that it fliall be done, iottnej- ' 
diatelyj and. debate, not, when j/iou- clearly 
fee: the :ftcp that you ought to take* If I 
fee a; child aft in this way, I am ready ta 
embrace it, my feul yearns for it— I per^ 
ceive the dawning of. a charafter that, will 
he:ufeful to focjcty> as.it prepares its foul 
for a nobler field of adion. . . : 'r 

.'Believe, mcy it is* the patient endurance 
of pate; that will enable you to refiftyour 
paffions ; after you have borne bodily painy 
yoi» will have firmnefs enough to fuftaip the' 
ftill more excruciating agonies of the mind.. ' 
You will not, to banifh momentary carcs^ 
plunge into diflipationj nor, to efcape a 
prefcnt inconvenience, forget that you Ihould 
hold faft virtue as the only fubftantial good. 

I fhould not value the afFeftion of a per^i 
fon who would not bear pain and hunger to' 
ferve me; nor is that benevolence warm, 
which (brinks ffom encountering difficulties, . 

whea- 
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>hcn it IS neceffary, in order to be ufcful 
to any fellow-creature. 

There is a juft pride, a noble ambition 
in fome minds, that L greatly admire. I 
have feen a little of it in Mary I for whilfl: 
ihe pities others, fhe imagines that (he 
could bear their inconveniences hericlf ; and 
flie fcems to feel more uneafinefs, when flic 
obferves the fufferings of others, than I 
could ever trace on her countenance under 
the immediate preflure of pain. 

Remember you are to bear patiently the 
infirmities of the weakeft of your fellow-^ 
creatures ; but to yourfelves you arc not to 
be equally indulgent* ^4 



d by Google 



( 141 ) 

CHAP. XXII.' 

Journef to Z^ndon, 

THE girls were vifibly improved j an 
air of intelligence began to animate 
Caroline^'s fine features j and benevolence 
gave her eyes the humid fparkle which is 
fo beautiful and engaging. The intereft 
that we take in the fate of others attaches 
them to ourfclves} thus Caroline's good« 
nefs infpired more affe<5lion than her beauty; 
Mary's judgment grew every day clearer f 
or, more properly fpeaking^ (he acquired 
experience J and her lively feelings fixed 
the conclufions of reafon in her mind. 
Whilft Mrs. Mafon was rejoicing in their 
apparent improvement, flic received a letter 
from their* father, requefl:ing her to allow 
his daughgrs to Ipend the winter in town, 
as he wiflied to procure them the bed: maf^ 
ters, an advaotage that the country did not 
afford. ,Wit|>heluftance fhe confented, 
determining m remain 'with th^m a fhort 
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time ; and preparations were quickly made 
for the journey. 

The wiflied-for morning arrived, and 
they fet off" in a tymult of fpiritsi forry to 
'leave the country, yet delighted with the 
profpeft of vifiting the metropolis* This 
hope foon dried the tears which had be* 
dewed their cheeks ; for the parting with 
Mrs* Mafqn was not anticipated. The 
autumnal views were new to them; they 
faw the hedges exhibit various colours, and 
the trees ftripped of their leaves; but they 
were not difpofed to moralize. 
: For fonnie time ^fter their arrival, every 
thing they faw excited wonder and admira* 
tion ; and not till they werd a, little fami- 
liarifed with the new objefts, did they afk - 
reafonable queftions. 

Several pi;efents recruited their purfes; 
and they requefted Mrs. Mafon to allow 
them to buy fome trifles they wjf ^ ^^ want 
of. The rcqueft was modcft, and fhe com- 
plied. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 

Charity. — Shopping. — The diftrejfed Sta^ 
; Jitmer. — Mijcbievous ConJequer\£es cf de^^ 
^ laying Payment. 

AS they walked in fcarch of a Ihop, 
they both determined to purchafe 
pocket-books I but their friend dcfired them 
!not to fpend, all their money at once, as 
xhey would meet many objeds of charity in 
the numerous Arrets of the metropolis. I 
do iiot wifh you, (he contmued, to relieve 
every beggar that you cafuilly meet^ yet 
Ihould any one attraft your attention, obey 
^he impulle of your Jheart, which will lead 
you to pay them for exercifing your com- 
paffion, and do not fufFer the whi/pers of 
felfi/hnefs, that they may be impottors, to 
deter yc*. However, I would have you 
give but a trifle when you are not certain 
the diftrefs is real, ^nd reckon it given for 
pleafurc. I for my part would rather be 
^ ' deceived 
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deceived five hundred times, than doubt 
once without reafbn. 

They flopped at a fmall Ihop, Mrs. 
Mafon always fought out fuch; for^ faid 
Ihc, I may help thpfe who perhaps want 
afliflance; bargains I never feek, for I 
wifli every one to receive the ju(t value for 
their goods. 

In the (hop which they chanced to enter, 
they did not find the kind of pocket-book 
that they had prcvioufly fixed^n, and there- 
fore wiftied precipitately to leave it; but 
were detained by their more confiderate 
friend. While they had been turning over 
the trinkets, the countenance of the wo- 
man who fcrved theni caught her eye, and 
ihe obferved her eager manner of recom^ 
mending the books. You have given much 
linneceflary trouble, faid flie, to the mif- 
trefs of the fliops the books are better, and 
more expenfive than you intended to pur- 
chafe, but I will make up the deficiency* 
A bc^m of plcafure enlivened the woman's 
fWoUen eyes J and Mrs. Maton, in the mild 
accents ef .cotn^aflion, faid, if it is not an 

impeg^ 

" Digitized by VjOOQ IC * 



{ 145 ) 

impertinciKC queftioq, will you tell me from 
what caufe your vifible diftrels ariles ? per- 
haps I may have it i;i my power to relieve 
you. — The woman. burft iruo'tcars.---In- 
deed, Madam, you have already relieved 
me; for the money you have laid out will 
enable me to procure fome food fbr my 
poor little grandchildren, and to fenfd a 
meat to their poor father^ who is now (Con- 
fined for debt, though a more honcft mati' 
never breat^ied. Ah! Madam, I lictlc 
thought I ihould <tome to this— Yefterday 
his wife died, poor foul! I reaHy believe 
things going fo croft broke her heart. He' 
has been in jail thefe five months y I could" 
not manage the (hop, or buy what was pro- 
per to Icecp i^ the credit of it, fo bufinefs- 
basbeen continually falling off; yet, if his 
debts were paid, he would now be here, 
and we fliould have money in our pockets. 
And what renders it more provoking, the 
people who owe us riioft are very *ich. It 
is tru^, they liv^ in fuch a Very high ftyle, 
and keep fuch a number of horftS and fer- 
vants, that they are dfftn in wank ofirion^ j - 
i H . and 
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and when they have ir> they moftly have 
fame fvcsk in their heads> and do not think 
of paying poor trades-people. At firft wc 
were afraid to aik for payment left we ihould 
k>fe their cuftom, and {o it proved j when 
we did venture^ forced by neceffity, they 
iei^t to other ihops^ withcHit difcbarging 
our demand. 

'And, my dear Madam» this is not all 
my grief ^ ipy fon^ before his misforcunes^ 
was one of the mbft fober> induftrious* 
young nrni in London j but now he is not 
like the fame man.. He had nothing to do 
in the jail, and to drive away care he learned 
to drinkj he faid it w^ a comfort to forget 
himfelfj and he would add an oath~*I never 
heard him fwear till then. 1 took pains 
when he was a child to teach him his 
prayers, and he rewarded me by being a ■, 
dutiful fon. The cafe is quite altered now i 
he feems to have loft all. natural afie£i:ion~- 
he heeds not his mother's tears«~-Her fobs 
almoft fufibcate<i her, as fhe ftrove to go 
oji — He will bring my grey hairs wfith for«» 
row to tke girave— *aad yet 1 pity my poor 

boy. 
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boy, he is (hut up with fuch a number of 
proffigatc wretches, who laugh at what is 
tight. Every Farthing I fend him he fpends 
in liquor, and ufed to make his poor wife 
pawn her clothes to buy him drink — fhe 
was happy to die^ it was well for her not IQ 
live to hear the babe (he gave fuck to dc» 
fpife her I _ 

A paffion of tears relieved the fufferer^ • 
and (he called her grandchildren — ^Thcfe 
innocent-babes, faid fhe, I (hall not be able 
to keep them, they muft go to the work- 
hou(e. If the quality did but know what 
they make us poor tndt^rim^s people fuffer, 
furely they would be more confiderate. 

Mrs. Mafon gave her fomethrng to fup- 
ply her prcfent wants, arid promifcd to call 
on her again before (he left town. 

They walked fileruly down two or three 
ftreets — I hope you have learned to think, 
my dear girls, faid Mrs. Mafon, and that 
your hearts have felt the emotions of com^ 
paSion; need I make any cornments on 
the fituati^a of the poor woman we have 
jgft left. You perceive that, tbofe who 
H 2 negleft 
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ficgleft to pay their debts d(^ more harm 
than they imagine ^ perliaps, indeed, feme 
of thefe very people do, what is called, .^ 
noble aftion, give away a large fum, and 
are termed generous ; nay, very probablys 
weep at a tragedy, or when reading an af- 
feding tale. They then boaft of their (cn- 
Cbijiry— v^hen, alas ! negleAing the foun- 
dation of all virtue, jujiice, they have occa- 
fioned exquifite diftrefs ; led a poor wretch 
into vice ; heaped mifcry on helplefs in- 
fiincy, and drawn tears from the aged wi* 
dow, . ' 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Vijft to a poor Family in London. — Idlenefs 
the Parent of Vice. — Prodigality and Gl?- 

' nerojity -imomfdtible.-^Jle Pleasures of 
Benevolence. — True and falje Motives for 
Javing. 

• A FTER the impreflion which the ftory, 

^^ and the fight of the family had made, 

wasTa little wofn off, Caroline begged leave 

;.- to 
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to buy one toy, and then another, till her 
money was quire gone. When Mrs. Ma- 
ibn found it was all expended, (he looked 
wtind for an objcft in diftrej"s ; a poor wo- 
nrwin foon prcfented bcrfclf, and her' meagre 
countenance gave weight to her tale*-^A 
babe, as meagre, hung at her breaft, which 
did [)ot feem to^ contain fufEciem moifture 
to wet its parched lips* 

On enquiry they found Aat (he lodged 
in a neighbouring garrer. Her hwfband 
had been out of employment a long tim'e> 
and was now fick. The mafter who had 
formerly given him' work lofl: gradually 
great.part of his bufinefe ; for his beft cfsC* 
tomers wc^re grown fo fond of foreign arti* 
clcs, that his goods grew old in the \vare- 
hou^» Confequeiitly a number of hands 
were difmifled, who not immediately find- 
ing employment dfewhcfre, were feduced' 
to the moft: extreme dirtrcfi. The truth 
of this account a reputable Ihopkceper AC* 
tefteds *and he ^dtd thai many of the un- 
happy creatures, who die unpitied at tiie 
gallows, were fitft kd inta vice by acci- 
dent^ idlcnefs* 

H J They 
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They afccnded the dark ftairs, fcarccly- 
able to bear the bad fmells that flew frotiv 
every part of a fmall houfe, that contained 
in each room a &mily, occupied in fuch an 
anxious manner to obtain the neceifaries of 
life^ . that its comforts never engaged their 
thoughts. The precarious meal was ihatch- 
ed> and the ftomach did not turn^ though 
the cloth, on which it was laid, was dyed 
in dirt. When to-morrow's bread is un- 
certaw> who thinks of cleantinefs ? Thus 
docs defpair encreafe the mifcry, and con- 
fequent difeaiib aggravate the horrors of 
poverty I :.^^ 

They followed the woman into a low 
garret, that was never yifiied by the chear^- 
ful rays of the fon» A man, wrth a fallow 
complexion, and long beard, Qx fhivering 
over a few cinders in the bottom of a bro- 
ken grate, a^ two more children were on 
the ground, half naked, near him, breath- 
ing the feme noxious air. The gaiety na- 
tural to their age did not animate their 
eyesi half funk in their fbcketsj and, in- 
ftead of fmiles, premature wrinkles had 

found 
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found a place in their lengthened yifageSr 
Life was nipped in the btidi flvut up juft. 
as it began to unfold itfelf.. ",A*froft, a 
killing froft,'**had deftroyed the parent's 
hopes: they feemcd to come into the world 
only to crawl half formed'--to fuffer, and 
to die. :, . ;,^ , .; 

Mrs. Mafon defired the [girls to relieve 
the family j Caroline hung down her' hs^ 
abaflied •— wiihing the pajtry; orn^mjents, 
which (he had thoughtlcfsly bought, as th© 
bottom of the Tea* Mary, meanwhile, 
proud of the new privilege, emptied her. 
purfei and Caroline, in a fupplicatin^ 
tone, entreated Mrs. Mafon to. allow 'her 
to^ive her neck handkerchief to the little; 
infant. 

f Mrs. Mafon defired the woman to call 
on her the n^Kt day ; and they left the fa^ 
mily cheered by their bounty. * 

Caroline expected the reproof that foOo 
proc«ifded from the mouth of her true 
^i'iend. I am glad that this accident has 
occurred, to prove to ypu that prodigality 
and generofny are incompatible^ CEcono- 

my 
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my and (elf'-deAial are ncceflaiy in every 
ftation, CO enable us to be gcnermis, and 
to a<ft coffformably to the rules of juftice. 

Mary may this night enjoy peaceful 
flumbers; idje' fancies, foolifhly indulged^ 
will not float in her brain i flie noay^ belbrfe 
Ihe clofes her eyes, thank God, for allow* 
ing her to be His inftrumenc of mercy, 
WiH the trifles tbae you have purchafed 
afford you fuch hearc-fetc delight, Caro* 
line? 

SeHifh people fave, to gratify they own 
eaptic^ and appetites i the benevolent curb 
both, to give icope to the nobkr feelmgs 
of the hunfun heart. Wtiea we fquander 
money idly, we defraud the poor, and de- 
prive our own fouls of their moft exalted 
food. If you wifli to be ufeful, go vera 
your ^efires, and wait not till diflrefs ob* 
trudes itfelf— fearch it out. In the country 
it is not always attended wkb fuch fliocl^- 
ing circumftance^ as atprefent; Mt m 
large cities, man^y garrets contain families^ 
fimilar to tHofc we have fc^n this afternogn. 
The money fpenc in indulging the vain 

wifhes 
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V9\Qics of idknefs, ^nd a childifli fondiaefs 
for pretty things not regulated by r?afon^ 
would relieve the mifery that my foul 
ihrinks back from cont^plating. 



■ CH A P. XXV. 

Mrs. MafotCs farewel Advict to her young 
Frmds. 

■* ' ■ 

THE fday before Mrs. Mafon ^asjto 
leave her pupils, (he took a hand of 
each> and pi effing thcno tenderly in her 
own, tears ftarted into her eyes — I tremble 
for you, my dear girls, for you muft now 
praftife by yourfelves fomc of the virtues 
which I have been endeavouring to. incul-j 
cate: and I fhall anxioufly wait for the 
fumcner, to fee .what progrefs you have 
made by yourfelves. 

We have convcrfed on feveral very ini- 
portant fubjedlsj pray do not forgets the 
conclufions I have drawn. 
' ■ - 1 nQ\B^ 
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t now, as my laft prefent, give you a 
book, in which I haw^writteii the fubjcft* 
that we have difcuffed. Recur frequently 
to it, for the ftoriea iriuftrating the inftruc^^ 
tioilit contains, you will not feci in fuch a 
great degree the want of my perfonal ad*^ 
vice. Some of the reafoning you may not 
thoroughly comprehend, but, as your un- 
derftandings ripen, you vv ill feel ies full 
force. 

Avoid anger I exerciie contipaffion; and 
love truth. RecoUeA, that from religion 
your chief comfort muft ipring, and never 
negleA the duty of prayer. Learn from 
experience the comfort that arifes from 
making known your wants and forrows to 
the wifcft and beft of Beings, in whofe 
hands are the iflues, not only of this life,, 
but of that which is to come. 

Your father will allow you a certain fti- 
pend; you have already/?^ thcplcafure of 
doing good; ever recolleft that the wild 
purfuits of fancy muft be cojiquered,^ to 
enable you to gratify benevolent wifties, 
and that you muft praftifc ceconomy m 

trifles 
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trifles to have it in your power to be gene* 
rous on great occafions. And the good 
you intend to do, do quickly, for know, 
that a trifling duty neglefbed if a great 
fault, and the prefent time only is at your 
command. 

You are ttow cairididatesformy friend* 
(hip, and on your advancement in virtue 
my regard will to future depends Write 
often to nie, I will pun^fcually anfwer your 
letters j but let me have the genuine fcnti- 
ment$ of ycur heatis. In expreflions of 
afFedion and reiped, do not deviate from 
truth to gain whac you wtfli for, or to tun^- 
a period pretd}y< 

Adieu 1 when you think of your fi^iend, 
obferve her precepts i and let the recoljec- 
tiofl oif my a£fe(5lion give additional weight 
to the truths which I have endeavoured to 
inftillj and, to reward my care, let me 
hear that you love and pradife virtue. 



FINJS. 
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